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Sejpternber 
l . , ..... 

DATE: Wed. Sept. 10, 2003 TIME: 6:00p.m. door opens, 
6:30 FREE Pizza Night, Regular meeting starts at 7:30 

PLACE: PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA, 12845-102 Ave. 
(Use Archives entrance to Main Floor Lecture Rm. P138) 

PROGRAM: FREE Pizza Night, CNA & ANA Reports, Show & Tell 

September Meeting Agenda vestments. Jules R. donated 1 years 
The fall program will once again be worth of the 'Numismatist' to the club 
kicked off with FREE PIZZA NIGHT library. Maurice D. donated some nu­
at 6:30 pm sharp. Don ' t be late our mismatic periodicals to the ENS library. 
you may miss out on the Pizza. The He al so noted the Museum Archives had 
main topics of di scussion will be on moved to the east end of town in a new 
the acti vities of members who at- facili ty. Plans are underway to replace 
tended the CNA and the ANA. Several the cutTen t museum sometime in the fu­
of our members attended both , and ture. It was noted a new US $20 note 
Dan Gosling will fill us in on the inter- was issued in May. Dan Gosling brought 
esting things that happened at the 4 - 25 cent pieces in high grade to view, 
CNA and Albert Meyer from 1949. Terry 
will talk about the PIZZA STARTS AT Cheesman gave a pres-
ga ins on at the Balti- 6:30PM SHARP! entati on on 'Caesar 
more ANA that he and Coin Designs ' . This 40 
Jack Jensen attended ENS .. awarded "Club of slide presentation was 
this summer. In addi- very well done with 
tion , members are en­ the Year" from CNA both obverse and re-

couraged to tell us verse designs shown. 
about their numismatic 50th Anniversary Show The evolution of the 
acqui sitions and esca- advance tickets available designs were presented 
pades over the summer _____________ from 96 AD. In addi-

months. See you all there ! 

May Meeting Minutes 
Just a short report on May's meeting, 
as we had a May/June newsletter. 
May 's meeting saw 28 members in at­
tendance . Dan we lcomed all and ad-
vised of the upcoming June Bar-B-

tion, temple designs were presented of 
earl y roman republic coinage from the 
280's B.C. It was noted the price range 
for most of these coins was in the $150 -
$700 range . Five (5) door prize draws 
were drawn which concluded the meet-
mg. 

Que at John Callaghan's. The cost is ,June Bar-B-Que a Success! 
$5.00 for members and will be held Thanks to the hard work of a few mem­
June 8. The c lub received a cheque for bers, the June bar-b-que was once again 
$260 as a di vidend from one of our in- a success and everyone went away 
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happy and ful l. The event was held at the home of 
John Callaghan, our treasurer. The commHtee con­
sisted of John , James Willi ston and Sharon Whetham. 
These 3 slaved over the bar-b-ques and stove to bring 
us a great steak dinner with all the t1irnrnings. This 
event cost members $5, but would have cost $ 15 or 
more at any restaurant. Of course, the company of 
friends was the best part and it was nice to meet and 
renew aquaintenance's of members spouses. Our 
hat's go off to John, James and Sharon for all their 
work in making this an enjoyable event. 

NEW MEMBERS 
On behalf of the executi ve of the ENS, we would like 
to extend our welcome to the following new member. 
If there are no objecti ons, he will become a member 
in good standi ng: 

Rick Kowalik #498 Sherwood Park 

Congratul ations and welcome to the Edmonton Nu­
mi smatic Society. A membership card wil l be for­
warded in due course, with an upcoming newsletter. 

AUGUST EXECUTIVE MEETING NOTES 
On August 28th, the executi ve met at the home of 
Ron Darbysh ire, to review general c lub business. In 
attendance were: John C., Dan G., Teny C., Michael 
R., Michae l S., Ray N., James K. , Albert M., Lub W., 
Jamie H., Bob E., Mark B., Jules R., Markus M., 
and David and Kim P. The following are the high­
lights of the meeting: 
• John provided an updated treasurer's rep01t show­

ing the club in good financial position 
• The Club winning the C lub of the year award was 

di scussed. John has deposited CNA cheque. 
• CNA honorarium was discussed for new mem­

ber's benefit. 
• Dan proposed an award for the 'Best Speaker/ 

Talk of the year, to be presented in January. First 
award to be presented in Jan. 2005. 

• The cl ub wi ll be purchasing numismat ic reference 
books for use at meetings and shows. 

• The club rented it 's cases out in August for a 
profit. Reg uest received for Sept. as well. 

• Show status was presented by Michael. Tables are 
sold out, banquet planning is in place, with menu 
approved at thi s meeting, Speaker topic has been 
submitted , format for the banquet has been ap­
proved. An additional guest speaker in the form 

of a moderator, may be approached. Show adver­
ti zing budget has been approved. 

• The 50th Anniv. Coin committee is finalizing the 
design. 250 coins+ 50 gold plated to be made. 

• Terry C. , Mark B., and Bob E. have agreed to 
provide displays for the show. 

• Kim Peter has agreed to oversee the advertizing 
for the show. Advertizing will be placed to get the 
biggest bang for our buc k. 

• The next executive meeting will be Oct. 30th at 
James K.indrakes house. 

ENS 'CLUB OF THE YEAR' FOR 2002 
Once again the ENS has been awarded the Louise 
Graham Memorial Club of the Year Award by the 
CNA. The award is in the form of an inscribed silver 
medallion and a cheque for $250. A report is submit­
ted by the secretary and a set of crite1ia is used to 
evaluate the submissions. The success of the club 
shows, the K ids-on-Coi ns program, meeting atten­
dance are most likely the main reasons for being pre­
sented the award. Thanks should be given to the ex­
ecutive members who work hard for the club mem­
bership and it shows in the attendance at meetings 
and the clubs 2 shows each year. Congratu lations on 
a job well done ! 

50th ANNIV. - NOVEMBER SHOW REPORT 
Interest is heating up for the November show, as calls 
for table space are comi ng in from across the country. 
I was able to fit in Olmstead Paper Money, New 
Brunswich; Charles Moore, California; Canadian 
Coin News, St. Catherines, Ont.; Bluenose Stamp & 
Coin, Pentiction , B.C.; McKaig Coins, Calgary; 
Bob's Collecti bles, Calgary; and I am trying to fi nd 
space for 2 others who want tables. These are new 
dealers in addition to the regulars we have. In any 
event, the show will be sold out again. Instead of our 
usual breakfast meeting, the club will be holding a 
banquet in the hote l Saturday night. Tickets wil l be 
avai lable at the September and October meetings for 
this event, at a cost of $25 each. This is a subsidized 
cost by about 30%. The menu will be announced 
later, and the special guest speaker will be Mr. Bret 
Evans, Managing Editor of Canadian Coin News. 
Club members who are interested in putting a display 
at the show are to contact the show Chairman, Mi­
chael Schneider. A special commemorative numis­
matic issue is being planned to be avai lable for the 
November show. Stay tu ned for detail s. 



King Sigisinund III's 

100 Ducat Gold 
By Robert Obojaki 

The 100 ducat gold piece of King 
Sigismund III of Poland, struck in 1621, 
ranks as one of the rarest and most 
beautiful coins in the world. 

Issued when Poland was a major 
European power, this coin, fu lly the 
size of a saucer, c ontains more than 
12.5 ounces of pure gold. 

The obverse has a portrait of Sigismund III in damascened 
armor and wearing t he colla r of the Golden Fleece. Reverse shows Sig­
ismund's crowned sh i e ld, a most st riking and intricate design. 

Thi s remarkable numi s mat ic masterpiece has a valuation of 
$25,000. in Robert Friedberg's "Gold Co ins of the World", an esti­
mate considered to be quite conservative by most European dealers 
and collectors. 

There are four or fiv e known specimens in the world, two of 
which are in Krakow; one in Wawel Castle (rece ntly r e turned together 
'vith th e Wawel treasures from Canada) and the second in the Czapski 
Museum. Both specimens are prominently di splaye d and hav e been 
viewed by thousands of collectors. 

Sigismund III, who ruled Poland for 45 years, from 1 587 to 
1632, was one of the most ambitious kings in the country's history 
and led Poland in and out of many wars. Poland reaChed its greatest 
heights of power during his reign and its total area by 1632 totalled 
more than three times its present area--included within Poland's bound­
ari es were much of present -d ay Russia and Germany. 

As a self-proclaimed tribute to his power, prestige and wealth, 
Sigismund III ordered the striking of a magnificent 100 ducat piece. 
And over the past three centuries thi s coin has fascinated numis­
matists the world over. 

Actually, the 100 ducat value constitutes the highest denomin­
ation of an 11-coin set portraying Sigismund and issued between 1588 
and 1621. The lower values start with one ducat and go up to 90. 

The 40 ducat piece, carrying an identical design as the 100 ducat 
coin, was sold at a n international auction in October 1961 at Lucerne, 
Switzerland fo r $8000. Think what it would be wo rth today. 

This i s further proof that go l d co ins in the Sigismund III 
series a re being eager ly sought by numismatists around the world 

Sept. 6 & 7 
Sept. 26- 28 
Oct. 25 & 26 
Oct. 25 & 26 
Nov. 8 & 9 

*************************************************** 
COMING EVENTS 

NSNS 29th Annual Show, North Shore Rec. Centre, North Van., B.C. 
Regina Coin Club Coin & Stamp Show, Seven Oaks Motor Inn, Regina, Adm. $3 
Torex Coin Show, Novotel, Toronto Centre, Admission $6 
Saskatoon Coin & Stamp Show, German Canadian Club, Saskatoon, Adm. $3 
Edmonton Numismatic Society Coin Show, Coast Terrace Inn, Admission $2 
50th Anniversary Banquet with Guest Speaker, Bret Evans, Trajan Publishing 



CENTRAL AFRICAN STATES 
AJI about tbis Economic and Monetary Community 

The current coins of t11e Central Afrcian States are tllose issued by t11e Bank of Central African States (Banque des Etats de I' Afrique 
Centrale (BEAC)) and circulated in tlle member countries of the Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC). The 
BEAC is tlle bank of this monetary union. The members are Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Republic of t11e Congo, 
Gabon and since I st January I985 Equatorial Guinea. These six nations have all at some time had their own coins but for a number of 
years now, tlle only coins issued in tllesc countries for circulation have been tllose of tlle Central African States. Member countries of 
CEMAC only ever use coins that are denominated in CF A Francs, the CF A Franc Central to be more precise. The CF A Franc Central 
and tlle CFA Franc West (tlle Franc of tlle denomination of t11e West African States' coins) are botll backed by tlle French Treasury 
and fixed to tlle French Franc at a rate of I 00 CF A Fnmcs = 1 French Franc, witll tllerefore, a fixed rate 665.957 CF A Francs to 1 
Euro. The CFA Franc Central and tlle CFA Franc West are equal in value to tlle French Franc but, tlle coins and papermoney of these 
two varieties of the CF A Franc are only legal tender in tlleir respective regions. 
CF A Franc is from "Franc de Ia Commu.naute Financiere d' Afrique" in French, which translates into English as "Franc of tlle African 
Financial Co nun unity". It has its roots in tlle Franc as used in the French colonies in Africa and gained its own identity in 
December 1945, when CFA Franc meant "Franc des Colonies Fran9aises d'Afrique" ( or "Franc of tlle French Colonies of Africa"). 
The intial parity of tlle CF A Franc to tlle French French was 1 CF A Franc to 1. 70 French Francs, the devaluation of tlle French Franc 
saw tllis change to 1 CF A Franc to 2.00 French Francs in 1948. ln 1958, with t11e coming of tlle Fifth Republic in France and the 
creation of tlle French Community, the CF A Franc became the "Franc de Ia Communaute Frru19aise d'Afrique" (or "Franc of the 
French Community of Africa"). Also around this time came the re-val uation of tJte French Franc (100 old French Francs= l new 
French Franc), so the parity then became 1 CFA Franc = 0.02 French Francs. The next change to this parity was actioned on the 12th 
January 1994, when the CF A Franc was devalued and became equal to 0.0 l French Francs i.e. the I 00 CF A Fnmc per French Franc 
that still stands to tilis day. All circulation coins using CF A Francs arc produced by tlle Paris mint and the privy marks of tile Paris 
mint can be found on them. 
During tilis lifetime of the CF A Fnmc. the Central Africa Economic <llld Monetary Community (CEMAC) has slowly developed into 
tllc important organisation it is today. In 19 10 ti1e four French colonies of Middle Congo, Chad, Ubangi-Shari and Gabon were 
grouped togctiler to form French Equatorial Africa. Titis grouping became the Equatorial African States in 1958. with members aU 
republics witilin ti1c French Commuruty. all members attained full independence from Frru1ce in 1960 and were now called Congo. 
Chad, Central African Republic and Gabon. The "phased" joining of Cameroon to tius group of nations culrninatcd, in discussion in 
1972173, where t11ese five nations brought about ti1e BarJk. of Central African States (BEAC) ti1e bank of ti1e newly formed alliance 
called tlle Central Africa Economic and Monetary Corrunuruty (CEMAC). The Central African States came into being in 1974. Tills is 
the situation as it remains to this day except of course for Equatorial Guinea having become ti1e sixti1 member of CEMAC in 1985. 
A few tlungs about tl1e Central African States coins .... . 
The 100 Franc coins issued by the member states of CEMAC in 1975 were the first to include tile full French title " Banque des Etats 
de )'Afrique Centrale" . TI1e previous I 00 Franc coins for four of these five nations were dated 1972 and ti1erefore wi thout this title, 
however tlle 1974 dated 100 Fnmc coins of the Central African Republic were still witi1out this title of the BEAC even tllough name 
change was made at around tllis time. The 1974 date is tile scarcest of ti1e C.A.R. 100 Franc coins (going by catalogue values). 

The Central Afric<m States 50 Francs. 
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11 D11 and 11E 11 as they appear on tl1e 50 Francs coins. 

The 50 Franc coins 1976 to 199 1 and 500 Francs coins 1976 to 1984 each have a country code letter on tl1em. This code was .. . A -
Chad, B - Central African Republic, C - Gabon, D - Congo, E - Cameroon. The code letter represented tlle cotmtry tllat tl1e coins were 
first issued to for circulation. TI1ere were no pieces of tJUs type marked as being initally for Equatorial Gwnea, that country had a ful l 
series of coins witi1 its full name shown soon after it joined the Central African States. 



The Central African States 500 Francs. 

Close-ups of the le tters "A", "8", "C", "D" and "E" as they appear on the 500 Francs coins. 

The coding of these particular Central African States coins was all in the hope that movements of coins around t11ese different states 
could be monitored. 1l1e first Nickel coins after 1991 (the last year of any coding) were issued in 1996 ~md were of denominations 50 
Francs and 100 Francs (a new denomination). The studying of coin movements had fai led to prove anything. (Source SCWC - Krause 
Publications). A further date, 1998, of the I 00 Fr<tnc coin is also known. There is still no new issue of the 500 Franc coins. the use of a 
500 Franc note must be preferred. 

1l1e Centml African States 500 Fnmcs of 1998 - a new type. (Image from W~mg Wei) 

In August 200 I a 1998 dated 500 Francs coin appeared in t11e eBay auctions of a seller based in the P.R. China. This new type is as per 
500 Francs in t11e style of the types issued in tlle na111es of Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo (Peoples' Republic) and 
Gabon. The new type differs to the 5 types from around 1985 in that "BANQUE DU ETATS D ' AFRIQUE CENTRALE" appear on 
ilie obverse where t11e other types had "REPUBLIQUE DU CAMEROUN REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON", "REPUBLIC 
CENTRAFRICAINE". " REPUBLIQUE DU TCHAD", "REPUBLIC POPULAIRE DU CONGO" and "REBUPLIQUE 
GABONAISE" respectively. It would seem that the new 1998 coin does not get much use. These coins are still no more widely 
available outside Africa than t11ey were five months ago. 

Reprinted from t11e Internet site "Nwnismatic Dimensions'· a t: http://\\'\vw.wbcc.fsnet.co.uk/af-cas. htm 



Tracking down forgotten\ accounts 
(Reprinted with permission of the Ingersoll Coin Club) by Kr is Rushowy 

Somewhere there may be a pile of money that belongs to you--­
you just don't know it . 

Canadians are owed millions in unclaimed funds 
bank accounts, uncashed travellers cheques or money 
you can't be one of them? So did co llege professor 
in Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. 

He found a lmost $15,000 . 

from dormant 
orders. _Think 
John Alderson 

"I felt rather ridiculous," he said. 
me "Ho,., could you lose that much money?" 
explain . 

"Everyone kept sayint to 
It's not something you can 

"I just don 't know. This is a mystery". 
The money was from two bank accounts he ' d opened in the late 

1970s in southwestern Ontario . He figures it was left over after 
the sale of a motel and restaurant he'd owned. 

An Oakville company, Found Money, Inc., helped Alderson locate 
his unknown riches--which paid for a month-long trip to Europe, a new 
roof on his house and provided spending money for his son, who's 
starting university this fall. 

Found Money has a new internet site and a phone line where you 
can search your name, free of charge, t hr ough its lists of unc l aimed 
bank accounts, pension benefits, li fe i n surance policies and estates. 

Both are free, but if your name turns up on a list, you'l l ha ve 
to pay a sma ll fee--around $10 .00 to find out where the money is. 
It's up to you to track it down. 

Edward Palonek started Found Money in 1995, a few years a fter 
his parents died, and he had d i fficulty getting information about 
their finances. 

"I went t o the banks and I could not believe all the trouble I 
ran into. I realized this must be a problem for millions of other 
Canadians." 

According to his r ecords, more than $100 million is owed to 
people across the country--about one in every seven families; he 
estimates. "People pass away and don't tel l th e ir spou se or survi v­
ing relatives about acco un ts they had . Other people move and don't 
give the bank a forwarding add ress." 

Bank accounts are cons id ered dormant i f left untouched for 10 
years. After that, any mon e y in the m i s sent to the Bank of Canada. 

Of course, not a ll finds are as big as Alderson ' s . The average 
amount is about $1,500. 

Foun d Money a l so keeps r ecords on u . s . residents, which prompted 
Oprah Winfrey to invite Pa lonek on her talk show to h e lp return money 
to unsuspecting guests. 

On top of the $160 mil li on owed to Canadians, Revenue Canada 
is sitting on $8 million worth of income t ax refunds for peop l e who 
have van i shed from ma iling addresses since 1 990 . Mil lions more are 
langui shi n g in a spec i a l account for un c laimed cheq ues . 

***************************************************** 
CO IN HUMOR: .. . ... . . . . 

"\"lho i s happier," a professor asked his class, "a person 
with five mil lion dollars or someone with five c hil dren?" 

One of the student s quickly repl i ed, "The person with 
five kids." 

"Why ?" asked the professor . 
" Becaus e peop l e who hav e fiv e milli o n always want 

mor e ," he replied 
****************************************************** 



The Brass Threepence of.Brita1n 
BY. 8~1\f'QEL. W~ YNE 

Thrift Plant Desicn 

The yellow ~ickol-brass threepence so familiar in Britain combines 
the latest qualities of modern coinage with historical allusions reaching 
oll the way b:3.Cic to the firGt ftucen Elizabeth. It is anomalous that a 
country so lmown for its adherence to tradition would depart so radically 
from the type of threepence that went before. 

The traditional threepence was a small silver coin about the size 
of the old U.S. half-di me or Canadian five-cent silver. It weighed just 
about half as much as a dime and was fairly easy to lose. 

Boca use of the unc fuln~ss of this denoroina tion in everyday life (even 
thoueh the type of coin l eft a lot to be desired), the Royal mint intro­
duced the current type. in the form of a few very rare patterns for Edward 
VIII in 1936. Bc3ides the Icing's portrait on the obverse, with the 
traditional mot to, the coin had a reverse fe.:1 turing a thrift plant. This 
wns a rather subtle bit of whimsy, influenced by the fact that the three-· 
pence was a popular coin for saving. People in Eneland and Scotland put 
it away i11 jugs and jars juct as Americans save cents and dimes. 

Tho plant has a sliehtly stylizod portrait on the coin. In real life 
il has white, yellow, blue, or lilac-colored flowers and is popular as a 
pcrcnninl in roclc gardens. 

Th e fir s t threepence for 6Cneral cir ­
culation ruad6 some ch a nges in the reverse. Too, 
t he ldn~'s portrait was changed to that of 
GeorEe VI aftar Edward VIII, his brother, ab­
dicated. The design issued from 1937 had the 
value above and around the plant, and the date 
1Jclow. 

The pattern threepence of 
1937 for King Edward VIII 

This coin demonstrates that beauty is in 
the eyes of the beholder; som~ people think it 
quito attra~tlve, others dis~er~e. It wau one 

of the more modernistic piccof> icsued at the time it appeared; the other 
coins tended to follov1 the trndi tional designs of shields, crowns, roses, 
thistles, nnd so on. The coin 1 s 12-Gided shape (to prevent con fusion), had 
a vory pronounced "upset" rim, which Gave the impression. of a ~ort of bont 
rin~ around the ne.sign. 

The British found that an alloy of braGs with a very s lieht addition 



'1'11 1..: BRASS TI! REEPENC E OF ~RIT.U I! (C ont•d) 

of nickel (one percent nickel in a 79-copper 20-zinc mixture) suited their 
purpose, and thus the nickel-brass threepence came about . It proved 
popular eo it was no great hardship when the government stopped making 
silver threepence in 1946. The coin has one very distinctive feature: 
when dropped, it does not ring and bounce but tends to clatter and clunk 
probably due to the relatively heavy weight of the coin in proportion to 
its size. 

The 9econd issue, under Elizabeth II, produced the mos t antique design 
now in common use. For the reverse, it featured a medieval portcullis 
flanked by chains and topped by a wide, flat t~ned, r oyal crown. The port­
cullis in ancient time s , wo s uced to s eal off the entra nce s to ca stles and 
was just vrhat it l ocks like on the coin, a hcllVY iron gro. ting. At the 
time Elizabeth II CAme to the thron e there was cons iderable optimism in 
Britain that thingn ~ouid ge t better. Sinc e the old Elizabethan Age had 
been a golden one for England, ~lis dcGign was c ons id er ed a eood omon. 
~rit.'lin was still cuffe:rinc from the a ft c r-P-ffcctG o f \Vo r l d ·\7ar II, and 
no rrlc people thoucht t hln ,:: s hart t o g11t b<:: tt c r ~inc c t hey co uldn't get ruuch 
worse. 

Elizabe th I Portcullio 
nilvcr half penny 

Good Quee n Bess, bac:~ in th e las t ha lf o f 
t he s ixte enth cent ur y, h~d i ~s ued n si l ve r hal f­
pe nny bearing a po r t cul li s on its r eve r s e. A 
gold do uble nobl e o f her day a l so had one as a 
:nlnor f t.)a turo o f th e dos i gn. She f.l l so a p!J r oved 
a c llvcr i ss ue f eaturing a portcull is on its 
r c v e r~ e f o r uue ove r 3cus . J aoe3 I, wh en h e 
followe d her £\!; Y.i ne; , k er t a ~i!'1ila r de s i r n f or 
his t?.:l. rly hnlfpe nc t:~ . So th e ncdern queen' s 

t. llr ee ~, c nc e ha s an ancient d€ SiGn. 
Th e ruos t common o f th e t wo Gc orL;e VI t ypes - t he c lw nr;e co mine; fr om 

ch.:mt;.c of title in l91f9- is th e carli <:! r, l'lhich has hi :n as Ernpc r or o f 
India. The Eliza beth obv e r ce , which na mes her "Queen o f All Britain", 
lasted only one year, being ch.:1.nged in 1954. 

To this writ e r th e t erm nickel-bras s l eav es some thing t o be de s i r ed. 
If you look at a three pence, yo u will 3ee it ha s a yell ow colo r t ypical 
of a copper-zinc alloy. You can't tell thnt it has a ny nicl:e l in it. It 
would see~ loeical just t o cnll the coin brass and l 2 t it go at th n t, but 
the cu s t om i s now to menti on nick el, perhops t o !lluk c it s eem a nobler coin 
than it is. 

Tl1i s differe nce in a l l e y means that the brnsc t hr e e pence darkens 
differently than the farthing, pe nny a nd halfpen ny. The s maller values 
tal~e on the charl\cteri c ti c bro \m hue of bro~~c or hi e;h-c op~e r alloys , 
while the threepenc e i s quit0 dist i nct fro ro t hel(l, tending to a lighter 
s haLic . S oJUe say that for t h is r eacon the threepenc e is far pre f erable in 
new condition, a nd inde ed ther e i c much to be said f or a brand-new coin. 
The three pence i s c trucl~ in ch eap motal, it is not a prestige coin, and it 
i s fairly co mnon, but a Glistening, yellow coin or one that is no t yet 
badly discolored does have a certain charm. Put s uch a coin near some 
brand new pennies or the oth er British bronze and you have a very pretty 
eroup. The different colors co mplement each other. 

Tho British threepence has four ty pes and two maj or designs, and 
Britain als o has i s sue d a s i milar coin for th o Ch a nnel I s lands. Wh e ther 
or no t th e Jers ey threepence s ho uld be cl o.s s ed with the o thers is a matter 
for the individual collector t o de cide for himself. 

The bra6s three penc e represented the first obvious debas e me nt of a 
c on~on denomina tion. The silver coina~e had been do ~ngraded t o ha l! silve r, 
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half alloy, in 1920, but tha brass pi ece was much more apparent in its 
change. 

In a way, it was too bad that tho original rovorse was changed when 
the queen's coinage appeared. Ccrtninly there was no question that the 
thrift plant was appropriate. However, Elizabeth's threepence now conforms 
to the traditional desic;n, .:1nd there is somethinG to bo said for it. The 
portcullis is something that instantly rerdndo the viewer of tho many English 
traditions and landmarks ::;till in daily use. It suggostn the Tower of London 
and many more places and events o.ssocia ted with the Cro\'ffi, 

The coin has the only value which haG not been altered in metal content 
sinco it appeared. The Eilver coin.:1ge gave way to nickel, and even the 
bronze coino had their composition changed to reduce the tin content drasti­
cally. On the other hand, the nickel-brass Rlloy of the threepence spread 
all over the etJ!)irc, replacing r:tany coins struck in other metals. 

The Jersey threepence beGan as a round coin of the sa~e diameter as the 
British piece of that value. Tho obverse has the queen as portrayed on 
certain colonial pieceo, tlw t is, wear inc a crown and with the legend 
surrounning the portrait ns ~UEEJl ELIZABETH THE SECOHD . The reverse has the 
Jer~ey coat-of-armo witl1 its three l eo pards or lions a nd the value as ONE 
FOURTH OF A SHILLillG. In subsequent issuen the planchet ·was mo.de 12-sirled 
like the horne island'o threepence to eli~innte confuGion with the gold 
soveroign. Thes e coins of Queen Elizabeth fit in with the medieval moti! 
of the threepence in Britain, recallinc the heraldry of chivalry and knight­
hood . 

The British threepence iG by no means a hard coin to obtain for a type 
set, a.nd is fairly common as far as most dates are concerned. The years 
just after World War II saw some ~~~ll issues in the series, notably 1946 
and 1949. There are no doubt a great many of the curly George VI iGsues 
ncattcred throughout u.s. which were broueht back horne by that great 
accuculator of foreien coins, the American G.I. 

Th~rc h~s been considerable conjecture about what will happen to the 
Encli!:>h coin:lgc when that country svlitchec over t o the . gecir:1al system. Until 
then, ho\vever, the threepence s·e ems pretty well established among the 
trnditiona.l coins in use. 

·~··················~· · ······~·····~··· 

Silver Stater of Corinth 

This coin wa. n in usc fror1 the fourth century B.C. 
until the time of the Apostle Pa'..ll. It was VJidcly eire­
ulated throughout the Ancient World, thaclts to torinth's 
prominence an a trading centre at the crossroads between 
Europe and Asia. 

The Silver Stater carries the imaees of Pegasus, 
the winged horse of mythology, and the goddess Athena -
both liclced by legend with the city of Corinth. Athena, 

favourite daughter of Zeus, was the goddess of wisdom, skills and warfare, 
and protector of cities and civilized life, 

One Silver Stater was a day's pay for the average worker in ancient 
Corinth. To be sure of an income in the event of being unable to work 
because o! serious illness or accident, a Corinthian would have bad to save 
many o! these coins for a rainy day - probably no easy task • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

(Reprint ed wi th permi ssion of the Inger soll Coin Club) 
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Up to 30 coin dealers at over 50 tables with millions of dollars in 

inventory! Displays for public viewing including Canadian D ecimal, 

Ancients, Paper Money and More! See our "Kids-on-Coins" display table, 

and "Canadian Coin News"! Bring in your coins for FREE Appraisal! 
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50th Anniversary Banquet Saturday Night! 
Join us for our Saturday night Banquet with Guest Speaker, Bret Evans, 
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