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DATE: Wed. Sept. 11 , 2002 TIME: 6:00 p.m. door opens, Pizza at 6:30 
Meeting to Follow 

PLACE: PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA, 12845-102 Ave., 
(Use Archives entrance to Main Floor Lecture Rm. P138) 

PROGRAM: Annual FREE Pizza Night, CNA & ANA Show Reports, 
ANA Video, Show & Tell 

SEPT. MEETING AGENDA Golden Jubilee Proof Set and Proof Like 
sets. The City of Edmonton has requested 

Once again the fall sess ion is starting with a the club provide a display for Canada Day, 
Free Pizza Night for all. Following the July 1. Volunteers were requested and re­
Pizza, there will be a report by several ceived to man a table for the afternoon. 
members on the CNA in Vancouver and the Maurice Doll spoke on the upcoming 
ANA in New York. Bob Ericksson will fill "Money Show" being held at the museum 
us in on the CNA and Albert Meyer on the from June 30th to Sept. 2. The collection is 
ANA. In addition, Dan will show us a ANA made up of Edmonton's & Calgary's 
Video entitled " Cut Coins--------------Lionel Conn collections 
Money of the American Join us for Free Pizza! 
Frontier" . This fascinating 

with additions by many 
Edmontonians, inc luding 
several ENS members . 
Opening ceremonies will 
include a ribbon cutting 
in the museum, and a 
RCM afternoon "Tea" in 

video wi ll discuss the short-

ENS wishes it's condo­
lences to passing CNA 

Executive Director 

age of coinage m earl y 
America and what was done 
to overcome the shortage. 
As usual , stories of summer 
collections and holidays are 
welcome along with Show 
& Tell items. See you at the 
meeting! 

a tent on the Museum 
November ENS Show grounds, m celebration 

Sold out again! of the Queen's Jubilee. 

---------11111!1111!!11111111!11- Ron Darbyshire re­

JUNE MEETING MINUTES 

Twenty-nine (29) members and guests at­
tended our June regul ar meeting at the Mu­
seum. Many members signed up for the 
June Bar-B-Que at James Kindrake's house 
coming up at the end of June. Dan wel­
comed all to the meeting, including a recent 
new member, Ron Whitney. The club would 
like to put together a history of the Club for 
our 50th anniversary m 2003, and have 
voted to purchase 5 copies of the history of 
the CNA. Congratulation were extended to 
Bob Ericksson on hi s engagement and up­
coming marriage on July 6 . Ray had avail­
able for viewing and purchase, the Queen's 

quested foreign coins from members to be 
used at the show for a "foreign coin sand­
box". Several members have donated to 
date and additional donatioHs were ac -­
cepted. This is part of Ron's "Kids on 
Coins" program, which has been going 
great. The museum will have Ron set up in 
the upper gallery with an NV program 
with 3D coins shown with hi gh resolution 
graphics. It was confirmed by Maurice the 
club will get 2 cases for displays to be set 
up in the museum during our 50th anniver­
sary. A li st of display items is required by 
the club by October. Our di splay will run 
from March to Nov., 2003. Ten (10) door 
prizes were drawn this evening including 
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Minutes of June Meeting Con't 
PL sets, shinplaster, foreign coins, tokens and videos. 
Thanks are extended to Bud & Vicki Collins for their dona­
tion of 1963 & 1967 ENS Medallions for our Archives. 

KIDS ON COINS PROGRAM - Ron Darbyshire 
Ron's program has been growing in leaps and bounds, 
with his talking to 670 school kids to date, in many 
schools and grades. The success of the program at the 
Museum this summer, with over 250 kids attending, 
has prompted the Museum to ask Ron back in July as 
well as for Grading Numismatics in September. He has 
had 2 newspapers write about his program, a Shaw ca­
ble show on him and the Museum and he has also 
talked on a radio program. They want to add his pro­
gram to the Museum's A-Z program, filling in on "A" 
for Ancient Money and "N" for Numismatics. Ron par­
ticipated in the Museum Money Show opening which 
saw over 1000 attend on opening day. Many teachers 
want him back again thi s year for their classes as well. 
Ron is requesting volunteers to help with 1 or 2 after­
noons a month. Contact him if you can help. Great 
work Ron. Keep up the good work! 

"MONEY L' ARGENT" SHOW Report 
The Provincial Museum hosted the Money L' Argent 
display from June 29 - September 2, 2002. The show 
consisted of displays of coinage from the Nickel Col­
lection of World and Gold coins, the Museum Collec­
tion and supplemented by member and other collec­
tions. The official opening was held June 30th, with 
Mint, provincial and federal dignitaries in attendance, 
along with several ENS members. The show opening 
coincided with a "Tea Party" hosted by the Royal Ca­
nadian Mint, in honor of the Queen 's 50th Anniversary 
Golden Jubilee. It was estimated between 1000 and 
1500 attended the days events. 

THANKS TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS 
Several members helped out at several events through­
out the summer. The ENS would like to extend its 
thanks and appreciation to all involved, as follows: 
James Kindrake, for hosting the June Bar-B-Que; Ron 
Darbyshire for all hi s work on the Kids on Coins Pro­
gram and the Museum's di splay. Dan Gosling for help­
ing at the Museum opening; Lub W., Ray N., James K., 

Markus M., for donating coins for the kids; Terry C., 
and Howard G. for manning a table at the City's July 
1 event at City Hall. If I missed anyone, please ad­
vise and thanks. 

NEW :ME:MBERS 
On behalf of the executi ve of the ENS, we would 
like to extend our welcome to the following new 
members. If there are no objections, they will be­
come a members in good standing. 

Peter Milot 
Bruce LeCren 
Mark Bink 

#471 
#472 
#473 

Edmonton 
Beaumont 
Ft. Saskatchewan 

Congratulations and welcome to the Edmonton Nu­
mismatic Society. A membership card will be for­
warded in due course, with an upcoming newsletter. 

CNA 2002 IN VANCOUVER 
Several members attended the CNA in Vancouver 
this past summer, including members Lub, James K., 
John Ward & wife, Reg Smith and club delegates 
Dan Gosling and Bob Ericksson. The show was well 
attended with and estimated 600-700 attending over 
the 3 days. A detailed report will be presented at the 
September meeting. 

ENS EXTENDS CONDOLENCES TO PASSING 
CNA EXECTIVE DIRECTOR 
On behalf of the ENS, we would like to extend our 
condolences to the family of Ken Prophet and the 
executive of the CNA this past summer. Ken was 
Executive director for more than a quarter century, 
and was the backbone of the CNA. His stewardship 
of the Association was held in high regard and his 
guidance at the annual conventions will be greatly 
missed. Ken and I corresponded from time to time, 
and we worked closely together at the clubs CNA in 
'98. His hard work and dedication were unmatched 
and a lot of history has been lost in his passing. 
Again, our thoughts are with him and his family and 
we wish them and the CNA well. 

COMING EVENTS 
Sept. 7 & 8 
Oct. 26 & 27 
Nov. 9 & 10 

North Shore Numismatic Society Coin Fair, North Vancouver 
Torex, Novotel Downtown, Toronto. For info contact Brian at 416-861-9523 
ENS Fall Money Show, Coast Terrace Inn, Edmonton 



UNUSUAL COINS AND CULTURES 

COOK ISLANDS 

$11972 UNC 

COOK ISLANDS 5 CENTS 2000 UNC 

THE MOST INTERESTING COOK ISLANDS DOLLAR 
NOW HAS A BABY BROTHER 
The 1972 Cook Islands One Dollar has long been one of the most popular coins due to the rather graphic image of Tangaroa, 
the very well endowed male god of creation and fertility that is on the reverse of the coin. To honor the beginning of the 21st 
Century and to help promote the United Nations' Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), a new coin featuring Tangaroa 
has been issued. This one is a 5 Cent coin dated 2000. As might be expected, the 5 Cent is somewhat smaller (29mm) than the 
dollar (39mm). Both coins are struck in copper-nickel. Both have the portrait of Queen Elizabeth on the front, though the 1972 
dollar shows her young and beautiful whi le the 2000 5 cent shows her old and dumpy. Apparently the Queen did not age well 
on her coins. The two make quite an interesting pair. 

THE PYTHAGORAS TRIANGLE COIN 
UGANDA 2000 SHILLINGS PYTHAGORAS TRIANGLE 2000 PF 

To commemorate the new Millennium, Uganda issued th is silver Proof 
2000 Shilling coin honoring the Greek mathematician Pythagoras. His 
theorem on the relative lengths of the sides of a right triangle (a2 + b2 = 
c2) appears below his portrait. Naturally, the coin was struck in the shape 
of a right triangle. 

GOLFERS DREAM COIN 
This unusual silver Proof 5 Dollar coin from the Bahamas is a golfers dream. It shows a 
golfer hitting a hole in one over a water hazard. What makes the coin unusual is the hole 
for the cup is cut right into the coin. On the other side the holes are designed into the 
1994 date. The coin contains one ounce of .999 flne silver and has a mintage of only 
50,000. As might be expected, it is quite popular with both coin collectors, for it's unusual 
"hole" design, and, of course, with golfers. 

BAHAMAS $5 SILVER PROOF HOLE IN ONE COIN (KM155) 

UNUSUAL RECTANGULAR COLOR COIN 

Liberia issued this unusual rectangular color coin in order to commemorate the return of 
Hong Kong to China. Liberia really does not care what goes on between Hong Kong and 
China, but issuing coins is a profitable enterprise, hence thi s unusual issue. The top part of 
the coin pictures Mao and multi-colored flowers. The bottom shows the skyline of Hong Kong 
incused, rather than the usual raised design found on most coins. The reverse shows the 
denomination and the nations arms. The 1997 dated silver Proof coin contains one ounce of 
.999 flne silver and has a face value of 10 Dollars. It has a mintage of only 8000 pieces, most 
of which were distributed in Hong Kong and Europe, thus is rarely offered for sale. 

LIDERIA $10 RECTANGLE COIN PROOF 1997 



Blacksmith Coppers: Introduction 
Although not considered part of the American colonial series, there is a growing interest in Blacksmith coppers, especially as they 
relate to imitation Briti sh halfpence produced in North America. The standard discussion of Blacksmiths has been Howland 
Wood's article, "The Canadian Blacksmith Coppers" first published in The Numismatist in 1910. Wood assigned these shallow 
struck halfpence to early Ninteenth century colonial Canada before Confederation minting began in 1858. Following R.W. 
McLachlan's article in the 1893-4 volume of The Canadian Antiquarian and Numismatics Journal, Wood related the story of a 
Montreal blacksmith who, " ... when he wished to have a «good time» struck two or three dollars of these coppers and thereby 
supplied himself with sufficient change to gratify his wishes. " Thus the series was named Blacksmith coppers. 

Tokens from a Blacksmith in Colonial America 
Gary Trudgen has uncovered an interesting episode from colonial America concerning a bl acksmi th who was said to have made 
halfpenny size coppers. In upper state New York near the Canadian border, at Crown Point on the shore of Lake Champlain, the 
British constructed a fort between 1759 and 1763. As more individuals were assigned to the fort a community was established 
just outside its west wall. Eventually the community grew to a total of 83 houses. Unfortunately, on April 23, 1773, while a Mrs. 
Ross was baking some beans on a hearth in the fort, the pitch in the chimney caught on fire and quickly spread out of control. 
Once the one hundred barrels of gunpowder stored in the magazine were engulfed, the ensuing cataclysmic explosion and fi re 
destroyed the entire fort. 
This catastrophe was the focus of a military inquiry in 1774. During the inquiry it was revealed a private of the 26th Regiment of 
the British army named William Gilfoil, who was employed as the local blacksmith, was known to have made halfpence. Three of 
the individuals interviewed in the inquiry said they had heard Gilfoil had made coppers. The most detailed information came from 
Findley Miller, a Surgeon's assistant in the 26th Regiment. Miller stated: 

There were many Coppers current at Crown Point, beat out to the size of a Half penny which were 
said to be made by Giifoil , and I once got Fomteen of them in Exchange for a Shilling .... There was 
a French-woman who went by the name of Mrs. Dalton who said she had received several Dollars 
worth of them, but not from Gilfoil in particular; They usually went by the name of Gilfoil's 
Coppers . .. . I have been told , but I don 't recollect by whom, that he was instructed in making them 
by a Deserter from the 52nd Regiment. [Trudgen, p. 999] 

None of the three individuals had ever witnessed Gilfoil making coppers, their information was si mply based on general 
knowlege. No examples of the Gilfoil coppers are known, nor do we have any idea of the method of manufacture. Spilman 
suspects they were more than smooth copper disks hammered out to the size of a halfpenny, as one would not need training to 
make so simple an item. Newman has mentioned, if "beat out" referred to their appearance rather than their method of 
manufacture, it is possible the coins may have not have been hammered at all but may have been cast counterfeit halfpence. 
Admittedly the context of the phrase "beat out" appears to refer to a hammered item, but the individual making that statement is 
only inferring the method of manufacture based on the appearance of the copper. Clearly, there is no way to prove a connection 
between Gilfoi!'s coppers and the traditional Blacksmith series. In any event it is interesting to discover evidence that in colonial 
America, at sometime between 1763 and 1773, it appears a local blacksmith in a remote area was producing small change coins. 

The Blacksmith Series 
Blacksmith tokens are crude imitations of British and Irish halfpence that were traditionally thought to have been produced and 
circulated in the area of Lower Canada (centering in Montreal) and in neighbori ng areas, as upper state New York and northern 
New England. The main period for their circulation has been taken to be from about 1825 through 1840. 
Recently, Anton and Kesse have suggested some revisions to this picture of Blacksmiths. F irst they stated, " ... it is probably more 
realistic to hypothesize their geographic circulation to include most o f North America." They then went on to suggest it is 
unrealistic to assume blacksmiths had the skills to intentionally cut shallow dies to, " .. . produce coppers with a well worn 
appearance (with little or no legends) in order to imply previous circulation and fac ilitate acceptance." Rather, they believed the 
source of the majority of the Blacksmith coppers were the token and button manufacturers in England, who may have fostered the 
concept of "Blacksmiths " to enhance local acceptance and cover up their own role in this illegal enterprise. At the same time 
Anton and Kesse suspected some of the crudest examples derived from Canadian locations, but they did not believe even these 
items were produced by blacksmiths. 



Additionally, Anton and Kesse designated some Blacksmith related coppers as being an intermediate group produced after the 
Machin's Mills counterfeits but before the fully evolved Blacksmiths, and that these intermediate coins were produced throughout 
North America. No specific coins were mentioned but rather the group was described as coppers in imitation of George II and 
George III halfpence, having full or partial legends with an obverse bust that tended to be squarish in the jaw and forehead and a 
reverse having an amateurish figure of Britannia. I suspect this description is meant to refer to a group of unattributed Blacksmith 
related tokens listed in the Warren Baker catalog as items 1085-1096. Anton and Kesse specifically stated they also considered 
counterfeit Spanish American two reales coins produced in copper to be part of their Early North American Coppers grouping, 
and specifically mentioned the two examples listed in the Baker catalogue (Baker lots 1097 and 1098). None of these coppers 
were part of the Wood classification. Michael Oppenheim, in his catalog of the Baker collection groups these coppers together 
under the heading of Early North American Coppers. In discussing those items Oppenheim specifically stated lots 1085-1090, 
" ... could have been struck in various places in North America"(p. 11 2). Interestingly, Oppenheim's listing contained imitation 
halfpence for numbers 1085-1096, not just 1085- 1090 and no reason was given for excludi ng the final six examples. 
As to the Anton and Kesse classification I am unsure if they also meant to include items at the end of the Wood classification. 
Wood himself expresed hesitation whether those items listed as Wood 30-46 were true Blacksmith coppers. Michael Oppenheim 
thought Wood numbers from Wood 34 to the end of the series had " ... all the features of classic Canadian blacksmiths," so he 
listed them as part of the Canadian Blacksmith series. In their text Anton and Kesse stated they believed Wood 33 (the BITIT 
token) and Wood 34 were regal evasion coppers rather than Blacksmiths, for they fe lt those two coppers strongly resembled the 
evasion series. Thus, Anton and Kess considered those two items to have been produced in Britain and therefore could not be part 
of their North American coppers series. I am not certain of their opinion on the other coppers with high Wood numbers. In any 
event, whichever of these items Anton and Kesse included in their grouping, they believed a group of intermediate imitation 
halfpence coppers first appeared after the Machin's Mills mint closed (that is, by the fall of 1790) but before the Blacksmith 
coppers were fully evolved (that is, ca. 1825) and that these items were produced in various locations throughout the United 
States and Canada. The theories of Anton and Kesse are certainly controversial and need documentation, but they have clearly 
widened the scope of study for imitation North American copper halfpence. 

The Blacksmith Taxonomies 

A. The Wood Taxonomy 

In 1910 Howland Wood listed 46 types of Blacksmith coppers which he divided into four sections. The fi rst section comprised 
his numbers 1.-1 8, of which he stated: "I have assigned the Head to Left series to the earl iest place, although I have no direct 
proof to substantiate thi s theory putting them down as being issued during the first quarter of the 19th century. It would appear 
however that their manufacture was resumed at a later date as is shown by rusted dies, thinner flans, and one or two mulings." 
Wood stated the second group, comprising his numbers 19-22, "was issued between 1825 and 1830." His third group consisted of 
numbers 23-29, which he dated to between 1830 and 1840; whi le no dating was mentioned for the final grouping. 
The first section of Wood 's taxonomy (Wood 1-18) display an obverse with a bust left head in imitation of a George II halfpenny. 
The reverse usually shows the seated Britannia facing to the right, opposite her usual position on regal issues where she always 
faces left. Wood 5, 6 and 12 have a reverse wi th an Irish harp but without the British crown on top as is found on regal issues. 
Also, the very rare Wood 9 (about five examples survive) has a ship on the obverse with the legend SHIPS COLONIES & 
COMMERCE on the reverse, while Wood 10 (with about 50+ examples surviving) combines that reverse wi th an Irish harp 
obverse. Some of these varieties, as Wood 11 and 12 are though to be among the last Blacksmith's produced and probably date to 
about the mid Nineteenth century. 
The second portion of Wood's Blacksmith taxonomy (Wood 19-22) list coppers having an obverse with a bust facing right in 
imitation of George III coppers. The reverse of Wood 19-2 1 has a seated figure facing left holding scales (representing Justice). 
The very rare Wood 22 (2-5 examples surviving) has a harp reverse. 
His third group (Wood 23-29) are those tokens linked to the reuse of two Hard Times storecard dies. These two dies had been 
produced by the diemaker Benjamin True of Troy, New York and are discussed further in the Charlton taxonomy below. All of 
these variet ies are quite rare except Woods 23 which is very common with (500+ examples). 
The fin al portion of the numbering, (Wood 30-46) contains several unique specimens, many of which can only be included with 
hesitancy but according to Wood, "have enough blacksmith characteristics" to be included in the classification. Most of these 
items have a bust right or bust left obverse usually combined wi th a reverse showing Britannia faci ng right, although the very 
common Wood 33 has Britannia facing left. 
S ince the Wood categories were created it has been generally accepted that Wood 15 was not a Blacksmith copper, while Wood 
37 and Wood 42 were simply worn examples of imitation British halfpence and thus these items have been taken out of the 
Blacksmith list (Oppenheim, p. 101). 



B. The Charlton Catalogue Taxonomy 
In 1995 the thi rd edition of The Charlton Standard Catalogue of Canadian Colonial Tokens, edited by W.K. Cross, listed 57 
types of Blacksmiths (BL) with several changes to the Wood classification, as well as includi ng information on variations when 
applicable, such as thick or thin planchet varieties, or specimens in different metals such as brass. The Charlton catalogue 
classification groups are based on related groups that do not necessarily date to the same period. 
Like Wood they begin wi th the bust left Blacksmiths that imitate the George II halfpenny, but which they call George III bust left 
types! Generally this group follows the Wood numbering, however Wood 2 and Wood 3 are combined as a single type BL-2, as 
Wood 3 is simply a brass variant of Wood 2, similarly Wood 7 and Wood 8 are combined as a single type BL 6, again Wood 8 is 
a brass variant of Wood 7. Additionally, Wood 9 and 10 have been transferred to a group of SHIPS COLONIES & COMMERCE 
Blacksmiths, while Wood 15 was removed from the Blacksmith list. The consecutive numbering of thi s group, BL 1 - BL 13, 
represents the Wood listings: Wood I, 2&3, 4 , 5, 6, 7&8, II , 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18. 
Next is a small group consisting of two rare items imitating the George III bust right British halfpenny, BL 14 (Wood 38) and BL 
15, which was unknown to Wood. 
This is followed by a group of rare unifaced Blacksmiths, most of which are bust right but a few being bust left, BL 16 - BL 23; 
these include Wood 39, 40, 41, 43 and four types not listed by Wood. 
The next group consists of six Blacksmiths in imitation of the SHIPS COLONIES & COMMERCE tokens, BL 24 - BL 28. There 
are three die states for BL 24 (A-C) and no listing for BL 27 (apparently that item was removed from the Charlton list after the 
numbering was fi nalized). BL 25 is Wood 9, while BL 26 is Wood 9A and BL 28 is Wood 19, the others were unknown to 
Wood. 
The next group includes three Blacksmiths in imitation of Nova Scota tokens, BL 29 - BL 31, none of which were known to 
Wood. 
T his is followed by a group in imitation of the 1812 dated halfpenny tokens imported by the Montreal grocer Joseph Tiffen 
around 1832. The group includes BL 32- BL 33, of which Wood 19 and Wood 20 are combined as two varieties of a single type 
under BL 32 (representing copper and brass varieties from the same die) and BL 33 is Wood 21. 
The next group of Blacksmiths is in imitation of the Irish halfpenny with a bust obverse and an uncrowned harp reverse. There 
are three varie ties, BL 34 - BL 36, of which Wood only knew of the first BL 34 (Wood 22) . That copper has a crude bust left 
portrait, while BL 35 displays a bust right wearing a laurel wreath and cuirass (armor) and BL 36 has a bust left with laurel 
wreath and cuirass and a reverse with a backwards harp (that is, the small stri ngs are to the left). 
The Charlton catalogue then lists the three BITIT tokens (or possibly BRTIT), so named because of the reverse legend; these 
incl ude BL 37 - BL 39 (Wood 33 - 35). In the following pages we have a well preserved example of BL-37 (Wood 33) that has a 
serif on the bottom of the second letter but with no serif on the bottom of the fourth , leading one to speculate if they are indeed 
the same letter. 
Next is a group of nine tokens connected to the d iemakers Daniel and Benjamin True of Troy, New York. These include BL 40 -
BL 48 (Wood 23-30), of which Wood did not know of BL 46. The tokens are linked through the sharing of two dies originally 
used to produce Hard Times storecard tokens in Troy, New York. The dies were the obverse of the J. and C. Peck Company 
token (HT 363) and the reverse of the N. Starbuck and Son Company token (HT 368); both tokens are known to have been made 
by the diemaker Benjamin T rue of Troy, most probably in 1835. John Lorenzo has recently studied the group and noticed the 
Blacksmiths made wi th these two dies show the dies is a worn late state of use. Further, Lorenzo observed the mules made with 
these dies are on light planchets that were crudely cut. These are very similar to the planchets used for the Blacksmiths but quite 
unlike the planchets used by the True's in their normal minting operation in Troy. Based on these observations Lorenzo suggested 
the two dies in question may have been shipped from Troy, New York to Canada after they had been used for the storecards. 
Interestingly, in his 1910 article Wood had suspected these dies had been discarded and sent to Canada. This suggestion had also 
been made by Oppenheim in an entry for a specimen of a Wood 25 Blacksmith in his masterful catalog of the Warren Baker 
Collection (p. 109, entry 1063) . Nevertheless, many numismatists of the Hard Times token series have regularly attributed these 
coi ns to that series. As recently as 1997 they were listed in the second edition of Russell Rulau, Standard Catalog of United 
States Tokenson pp. 133-134 as HT 364, 365, 369, 370 and 37 J ). It now appears these coppers were not Hard Times tokens at all 
but B lacksmiths, and were most probably made at a location that produced other Blacksmjth coppers rather than at the token mint 
owned by the True family in Troy, New York. Interestingly, the Charlton Catalogue includes BL 38 (Wood 30) in this group. 
This coin is an unusual piece with an eagle on each side. Although the eagles are similar to eagles found on Wood 26 and 28, that 
is , BL 43 and BL 45, Oppenheim has observed the two eagles on Wood 30 slightly differ from each other and they both differ in 
detai ls from the eagle on the other two tokens. Wood did not include this item in the tokens associated with the dies by Benjamin 
True. 
Next are two Blacksmith tokens in imitation of Upper Canada tokens, BL 49 -BL 50 (Wood 3 1 and 45) followed by another 
grouping of two Blacksmiths in imitation of Lower Canada tokens, BL 51 - BL 52. The two Lower Canada imitations were 
unknown to Wood. 
The final Charl ton grouping consists o f miscellaneous Blacksmith tokens, which do not fit into any of the previous groups, this 
includes five types, BL 53 - BL 57 (Wood 32, 44, 46, 36 with the last unknown to Wood). 



The End of the Canadian Blacksmith Tokens 
In 1835 the Bank of Montreal, concerned about the quantity of underweight counterfeit Blacksmith coppers in circulation, issued 
a decree that they would no longer accept these tokens. In 1836 the bank was authorized to issue their own token which was made 
in Birmingham, England. This coin was stamped in E nglish as a Montreal bank token but with a denomination in French 
(i ncorrecly stated in the pleural as) UN SOUS (Charlto n LC 2 - LC 3). Similar tokens, but in French, with the correct form of the 
denomination UN SOU were issued by the Banque du Peuple (Charlton LC 4 - LC 5). Additionally, a speculator named Dexter 
Chapin had many lightweight varieties of this French language token produced in Bellevi lle, New Jersey (Charlton LC 21 - LC 
33). Although the bank varieties weighed 7.5 to 9 grams whi le his were only 6 to 7.5 grams, Chapin 's tokens became quite 
popular as they were in French and were readily ava ilable. Additional varieties of this token were produced in Birmingham, 
England (Charlton LC 34 - LC 39) while o thers were produced by Jean-Marie Arnault in M ontreal (Charlton LC 40 - LC 43). 
Also, in 1837 the City Bank and the Banque du Peuple (both of Montreal) as well as the Quebec Bank were granted permission to 
issue another variety of token struck by Boulton and W att in Birmingham. This "Habitant Token" showed a habitant of Canada in 
traditional winter dress on the obverse with a legend in French, while the reverse was in English. The tokens were issued in two 
denominatio ns: a larger s ize designated as de ux sous on the obverse and a penny on the reverse and a smaller s ize designated as 
un sou on the obverse and a halfpenny on the reverse (Charlton LC 8 A-D for the halfpenny types and LC 9 A-D for the penny 
types). In addition to these bank and private tokens , some merchant tokens were a lso produced. By 1840 the number of high 
quality, heavier weight tokens had completely replaced the earlier crude Blacksmith tokens. 
Latest revisio n: Nov. 9, 1998 
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and Spi lman in the letters section of Th e Colonial Newsletter 27 (November 1987, serial no . 77) 1019-102 1; Will iam Anton, Jr. 
and Bruce Kesse, Forgotten Coins of the North American Colonies l ola, WI; Krause, 1992, pp. 14-16 and John Lorenzo, 
"Canadian B lacksmith Tokens and the New York Connection," The C4 Newsletter, A quarterly publication of the Colonial Coin 
Collectors Club, vol. 6, no. 2 (Summe r, 1998) 43-50. 





EDMONTON'S MONEY SHOW 
SPONSORED BY THE 

;-DEALER COFFEE 

EDMONTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

NOVEMBER 9 & 10, 2002 
THE COAST TERRACE INN 
IMPERIAL BALLROOM 
LEVEL P1 FLOOR PLAN 

DEAlERS 

1 NATIONAL PRIDE COINS & STAMPS, EDM. 

2 LOOSE CHANGE, ST. MICHAEL 

3 CLASSIC CASH, SYLVAN LAKE 

4 WEST EDMONTON COIN & STAMP, EDM. 

5 GOWNS COINS, SHERWOOD PARK, AB. 

6 CANADA COIN & PAPER MONEY, ABBOTSFORD, B.C. 

7 R.D. MINER PHILATEUCS, CALGARY 

8 ROYAL WIWAM STAMPS, EDM. 

9 PACK RATS ANTIQUES, MORRINVlLLE 

1 0 OK COIN & STAMP, KELOWNA, B.C. 

11 JOE BARDY COINS, EDM. 

12 KENSINGTON STAMP & COIN, EOM. 

13 LUB WOJTIW PAPER MONEY, EOM. 

1 4 CALGARY COIN GALLERY, CALGARY 

15 DIVERSE EQUITIES, CALGARY 

16 LUCKY DOLLAR COINS, EDM. 

17 KAMERICAN COINS, EDM. 

18 M.J. DANIELS, CALGARY 

19 CHARLES D. MOORE, CALIFORNIA 

19A NEWCAN COIN, KENORA ONT. 

20 MICHAEL WALSH, VANCOUVER 

21 ED JACKSON COINS, EDM. 

22 DAN VETTERS PAPER MONEY, EDM. 

23 ED & NORMS COINS, EDM. 

24 MR C & S COINS & STAMPS 

25 J.GARVEY & SONS STAMPS, EDM. 

26 GEORGE MANZ COINS, REGINA, SASK. 
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November 9-10, 2002 
The Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gatewqy 
Boulevard, Edmonton, Alberta 

Coin & Stamp Show Hours: 

Sat-.. uday - 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p .m. 

Sunday- 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Up to 27 coin & stamp dealers at 48 tables with millions of 

dollars in inventory! Displays for public viewing including 

Canadian Decimal Coinage, Ancients, Paper Money and More! 

GOLD COIN AND OTHER DOOR PRIZE DRA\VS! 

The following Dealers are confinned (or tlze November show: 
1. National Pride Coins & Stamp; 2. Loose Change, St. Michael; 3. Classic 
Cash, Sylvan Lake; 4. West Edmonton Coin & Stamp; 5. Collins Coins, 
Sherwood Park; 6. Canada Coin & Paper Money Abbottsford, BC; 7. R.D. 
Miner Plzilatelics, Calgary; 8. Royal William Stamps; 9. Pack Rats Antiques 
Coins & Stamps, MorrinviUe; 10. OK Coin & Stamp, Kelowna, BC; 11. Joe 
Bardy Coirzs Edm.; 12. Kensington Coin & Stamp Edm.; 13. Lub Wojtiw 
Paper Money Edm.; 14. Calgary Coin Gallery, Calgary; 15. Diverse 
Equities, Calgary; 16. Lucky Dollar Coins, Edm.; 17. Kamerican Coins, 
Edm.; 18. M.]. Daniels, Calgary, 19. Charles D. Moore, California, 19A. 
Newcan Coins, Cards & Collectibles, Kenora, Ont.; 20. Michael Walsh, 
Vancouver, 21. Ed Jackson Coins, Edm.; 22. Dan Vetters Paper Money, 
Edm.; 23. Ed & Nomzs Coins, Edm., 24. Michael Riddell Coins & Stamps, 
Edm. 25. j. Garvey & Sons Stamps, Edm.; 26. George l'.1anz Coins, Regina. 
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Sj! Admission $1.00/day in advance, $2.00/day at the Door I 
2 1.6 & under FREE! t • for Edmonton's Premiere Coin & Stamp Show of the Year! 
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Sponsored by the 
Edmonton Numismatic: Soc:iety 

P.O. Box 75024, Ritchie P.O., 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
T6E 6K1 
Phone:780h49EH6602 
Email: michael.schneider@shaw.ca 
Web Page: www.edmontoncoinclub.com 

FREE PARKING 
UNDERGROUND AND 
AROUND THE HOTEL! 

For Hotel Reservations call 
Toll Free: 1-888-837-7223 
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