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Message from the 
David Peter 2010-14

Our pizza night had an excellent turnout again, and I would to thank everyone for coming out. The 
summer months often see us more heavily involved in travel and busy schedules, and it’s great to 
see old friends come together for an evening of educational talks and socializing. Ermin Chow had 
a chance to give us an update on his visit to the RCNA this year in Winnipeg. It sounds like a few 
people had a chance to make to this year’s RCNA, which included a tour of the Royal Canadian Mint.

I have to give credit to the Royal Canadian Mint, as it just unveiled its latest series of coins, 
commemorating the 75th anniversary of Superman. It is unfortunate that they did not release these 
coins into general circulation, instead keeping them non-circulating legal tender. It is a great attempt 
at blurring the lines of comic book and numismatic collectors, as well as both young and young at 
heart fans.

And, of course, mints around the world have quickly starting issuing commemorative coins in 
celebration of the birth of Prince George, the third in line for the throne. Wouldn’t it be exciting if 
the Bank of Canada also joined in this historical event and issued another series of royal family 
banknotes, like they did in 1935. Although unlikely, it would seem appropriate, considering the 
magnitude of the popularity of the royal family right now.

See everyone at the next meeting.

David

 The Next Meeting@
Royal Alberta Museum, 12845 - 102 Avenue

Meeting Start Time 7:15pm
				  
			   - Society matters
	 	 	 - ENS November 9 & 10, 2013 Show and Sale finalization
	 	 	 - Show volunteer finalization
			   - Show and tell 
			   - Silent auction
			   - Door prizes draws

	 Presentation: by Jim Kindrake - “The Coins of Nepal” 
		

	 For more information regarding these events, or to add an item to the agenda
please send an email to editor_ens@yahoo.ca 

P.O. Box 78057,  RPO Callingwood, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, T5T 6A1

Wednesday, October 9, 2013

President

3

©
 T

h
e 

P
la

n
ch

et
 S

ep
te

m
b

er
 2

0
1

3



4

• Gold 
• Silver
• USA Coins
• World Coins
• Canadian Coins
• Colonial Tokens
• Provincial Coins
• World Paper Money
• Canadian Paper Money
• Trade Dollars/Medallions
• Royal Canadian Mint Coins
• Collector Supplies
• Wholesale/Retail
• & MORE!

Northgate 
Stamp & Coin

* Some conditions apply. Offer does not include select special issue products, bullion, or face value coins. Offer only valid with presentation of a valid ENS membership card. We withhold the right to revoke the offer at any time.

780-424-8511

SPECIAL OFFER TO ENS MEMBERS

Valid ENS membership card required

10 % OFF
2010/2011 Royal Canadian Mint Coins*

Contact: 
Matthew Stzym

12516 118 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta. T5L2K6    www.northgatestampandcoin.com

Edmonton’s Fastest Growing Coin Shop
Hours of Operation

Monday...................................10:00 - 6:00
Tuesday...................................10:00 - 6:00
Wednesday..............................10:00 - 6:00
Thursday.................................10:00 - 6:00
Friday......................................10:00 - 6:00
Saturday..................................10:00 - 5:00
Sunday.....................................CLOSED
Holidays.................................. CLOSED

OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTOR
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PRIVACY POLICY
The Edmonton Numismatic Society (ENS) 
does not engage in the sale nor distribution 
of personal information to third parties for 
commercial purposes. All information collected 
is strictly for ENS internal use and purposes, 
to permit the ENS Executive and its agents 
to communicate with you about ENS related 
matters and to provide you with the full 
benefits of ENS membership.

THE PLANCHET COPYRIGHT NOTICE
© Copyright 2013. All information herein, 
the design, style and format are the property 
of the Edmonton Numismatic Society (ENS). 
All rights reserved. No part hereof may be 
reproduced in any form or medium, electronic 
or otherwise, without the express written 
consent of the ENS Executive Committee. 
Current members of the ENS are entitled to 
make one (1) printed copy of this issue and 
to store one (1) copy in electronic format as 
part of their membership privileges, further 
distribution is strictly prohibited.  

5

©
 T

h
e 

P
la

n
ch

et
 S

ep
te

m
b

er
 2

0
1

3

ENS Board

About Your Society
Minutes from ENS Monthly 
Meeting on June 12, 2013

1) David Peter, the ENS President, 
opened the meeting at 1915 hrs. 
He stated that he was glad to 
see everyone considering that it 
was game one of the Stanley Cup 
Finals in a series that featured 
an original 6 match-up between 
the Chicago Blackhawks and 
the Boston Bruins. David gave 
us a brief update on our 60th 
Anniversary trade dollar. He has 
been working with the Great 
Canadian Mint on it and will have 
more info at our September 
meeting. 

2) The upcoming RCNA election 
was discussed. There are two 
positions that are being contested 
that affect the club, because we 
have a vote as a RCNA member. 
The first is that of the Western 
Director between Ermin Chow 
and James Williston who both 
happen to be ENS members. Only 
Ermin was in attendance at our 
meeting, and he was given the 
chance to explain what he would 
bring to the table as a Director. 
The other position is that of 2nd 
Vice President with Bob Forbes 
and Steve Woodland vying for 
election. The matter of how the 
club should cast its 2 ballots were 
examined and decided after a 
vote (without Ermin’s presence 
during the Western Director one).

3) Mirko Dumanovic, M.SC. 
P.Eng gave a very informative 
presentation on the Coins of 
Montenegro.

4) A reminder was given about 
our annual BBQ to be held at 
David’s home on July 14th at 1530 
hrs. There will be a brief ENS 
Executive meeting before this at 
1500 hrs. Members are reminded 
to bring their own chairs, drinks 
and a desert to share. 

5) Door prizes were drawn

6) Show & Tell

Ray passed around several items;

-	 1962 25 cent error coin that 
was struck through wool or 
hair on both sides

-	 A beautiful gold Octodrachm 
of Arsinoe II who was a 
Ptolemaic Greek princess of 
ancient Egypt ca. 270 B.C. in 
a NGC slab with a grade of AU.

-	 A couple of pieces of Mayan 
jewellery from Central 
America.

-	 5 pieces of Mayan pottery.

Other items sent around the room 
were;

-	 George VI Coronation Medal

-	 Isle de France & Isle de 
Bourbon coinage from early 
in the 19th century. These 
were pirate islands near 
Madagascar.

-	 1781 Louis XVI copper 3 Sous.

-	 1804 Napoleon medal marking 
the re-establishment of the 
medal mint in Paris.

-	 Barbarian contemporary 
imitations of Constantine the 
Great & Tetricus coins.

-	 German Reichsmark notes

Seymour spoke about the famous 
Walton 1913 United States Liberty 
Head nickel.

7) It was announced that Ermin 
would be the ENS’ Club Delegate 
at the July 2013 RCNA convention 
in Winnipeg.

Conclusion
The Silent Auction was closed and 
the meeting was adjourned. 

2013-14 Executive
David Peter - President
Marc Bink - Vice President
Pierre Driessen - Treasurer 
Mitch Goudreau - Secretary-

Roger Grove - Editor-In-Chief
Jamie Horkulak-Past President 

Directors
Chris Hale 

Greg Wichman
Jeremy Martin

Andy Vanderleest
Howard Gilbey
John Callaghan

Marv Berger
Wayne Hansen

Mirko Dumanovic
Terry Cheesman

Ermin Chow 

Webmaster: Markus Molenda

Librarian: Mitch Goudreau

Show Chair: David Peter

Social Activities:  

	 Pierre Driessen

Facebook: Ermin Chow

Twitter: Roger Grove

By Mitch Goudreau 
ENS Secretary
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But they had caught my eye, because most of 
them were all of the same type. They had the 
Garrison Church at Potsdam on them. As such, 
they aren’t considered the “hot” ones, because 
while they do have a swastika on them, it isn’t 
in its “proper” place under the Reichs-eagle. 
These coins still have the Weimar eagle on them 
surrounded by swastikas. The 2 Reichsmark coins 
have the date of “21 March” on the left of the 
church and then “1933” surrounded by swastikas 

on the right.  The 5 Reichsmark coins have just 
the church and no date. Of course, they all have 
the almost unintelligible mintmark underneath 
the church, and in this sample of coins, each 
mint except for one was represented. So maybe 
that was the reason why they were there on the 
desk after all. Nah, that didn’t make sense; I 
had learned how to read Gothic lettering years 
ago, so that wasn’t it. Maybe it was that I had 
planned to see about getting them plated with a 

The other day, I was cleaning off my desk at the house (a rare 
occurrence), when I stumbled across a buried stack of coins (a 

common occurrence). I found a stash of 2 and 5 Reichsmark coins that 
were dated 1934 to 1937 along with about a Volkswagen’s worth of 
Reichsmark notes. As is usual for coins like this, they were in reasonable 
shape; used but not worn out, but also black and green with tarnish from 
lack of use. The first thought that crossed my mind was what were these 
things doing there? But, as is the usual result in this process, I couldn’t 
remember whether they were replacements or for eventual re-sale, and 
I didn’t have time to go into the book and check.  So they wound up in 
yet another stack on a different part of the desk, awaiting reburial and 
rediscovery a few months as the cycle repeats itself yet again. Ah yes, the 
life of a disorganized coin collector…
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Give Me Ten years ...
By Marc Bink



thin gold wash and selling them online through a 
flashy, over-sensationalized ad as “Hitler’s Gold” 
and thereby making enough for a comfortable 
retirement like the other 10,000 guys are doing. 
Either way, I decided to make some constructive 
use out of them and research them; not to mention 
see if the church still existed.

The Third Reich was all about pageantry and 
showmanship. The National Socialist philosophy 
was a lot of bluster, noise and hatred that lacked 
any real substance. Hitler realized this very 
early on in his career as a demagogue. He had 
been handed what others would have considered 
a career-ending defeat, when the revolt he 
started fizzled in a hail of gunfire outside of the 
Feldherrnhalle in Munich on November 9th 1923. 
He had had no support from the masses. Most 
people had no idea what these Nazis were all about 
or who their funny-looking leader with a coarse 
voice and a bad accent was. As he languished in 
prison for the few months that he was eventually 
sentenced to, it dawned on him that he now had a 
fractured party with no history and virtually no real 
PR or brand identification. He decided to change 
that. This putsch had given him a new few ideas on 
how to change things. He now had the makings of 
a solemn ritual which, upon his release, he wasted 
no time in organizing and instituting. He was able 
to give new recruits a sense of purpose by getting 
them to swear allegiance to him on a ratty old flag 
that the army had previously used as a mop. No 
one was going to be laughing at him anymore. 

The whole “putsch” was essentially started because 
Hitler couldn’t clear a bar-tab. It was during the 
height of the inflation, when the value of paper 
Marks plummeted to well past worthlessness and 
were a general nuisance. Hitler and his cronies 
saw this inflation as just one more reason why 
the federal government ought to be done away 

with, and on the evening of the 8th   , they were 
hungering for a fight. The real reason why the 
Nazis went to this particular beerhall was that the 
leaders of the Bavarian government drank there 
and also happened to be in attendance on that 
evening. Apparently, the bar-keep had handed 
Hitler a bill of some astronomical sum which he 
couldn’t pay. Hitler then decided that the timing 
was now right, and this was the excuse he needed. 
First, he sent his henchman Putzi Hanfstaengl1 
out to get some more cash, and then, brandishing 
a pistol, he proceeded to fire a shot into the 
ceiling while proclaiming that a revolution was 
starting. Needless to say, the place got quiet in 
hurry; the deafening silence only broken up by 
a crash, a shrill scream and cursing coming from 
a room upstairs. The shocked Bavarian officials 
were then herded into a side room and “arrested”. 
They were all soon released on a “promise” to 
cooperate with the new Nazi-led government. It 
was assumed that they would  “honour” this deal. 
The events of that whole night and the next day 
were farcical, the unfortunate result being that 
people got themselves killed for no real reason. 

1 Ernst F. Sedgewick “Putzi” Hanfstaengl, 1887-1975. 
Hanfstaengl was part of Hitler’s intimate entourage during the 
early years of the party. He was a gifted pianist who used to 
play Wagner for Hitler while “Herr Wolf” flirted with his wife. 
Honestly believing in Hitler and the party until he was more or 
less driven into exile in 1937, Hanfstaengl was part-American 
and educated in the US; so Hitler thought he could use him as 
his press-secretary. Even though he was a social gadfly, this 
position was far beyond Putzi’s meager talents.  By the late 
30s, it was clear that the movement and its rougher edges had 
progressed beyond anything Hanfstaengl could stand or work 
with. After a bizarre plane-trip, during which he was supposed 
to be tossed out of perfectly good airplane, Hanfstaengl 
managed to convince the pilot to let him out near a train 
station, whereupon he immediately fled to Switzerland and then 
eventually to England. Hanfstaengl worked with American and 
British intelligence during the war; and wrote an exhaustive and 
turgid report on Hitler which eventually became the basis of 
his best-selling book in the 50s. Hanfstaengl died in Munich in 
1975, still regaling in the early days when he was Hitler’s best 
friend, unrepentant to the end. w

w
w

.g
co

in
s.

ne
t

7

A
 P

en
n

y
’s W

o
r

t
h

©
 T

h
e 

P
la

n
ch

et
 S

ep
te

m
b

er
 2

0
1

3

1934 - 5 Reichsmark with Potsdam Garrison Church Reverse; one reverse with date and 
one with out date. 
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The Reichswehr2 was called in at the behest of 
the “honourable” Bavarian government. It quickly 
established control, and the survivors were hunted 
down and arrested. Hitler had fled to nearby 
Austria and then came back to “face the music” 
after first threatening to launch a bullet though his 
head. Hanfstaengl talked him out of it. The woman 
upstairs was never compensated for the potted 
plant that Hitler had murdered.

Hitler was nothing if not resourceful in his early 
years. Managing to turn this defeat into a victory 
of sorts, he made the resulting trial look like a 
kangaroo court to a sympathetic press. He then 
went on to codify his beliefs in a very badly written 
book. Now, close to 90 years later, the book is still 
around and still not fully understood. I have yet 
to meet anyone who can claim to have actually 
completely read and understood it.  But Hitler 
did lay out most of his big plans in fairly clear 
language. The message of genocide and hatred 
was easily understood, because it made up the 
major part of the book. More obscure passages 
referred to Nazi philosophy and rituals and just 
how he would change the German “Volk” back 
into what he thought it was supposed to be. This 
was the part that no one really “got” or really paid 
much attention, until it was far too late.3 

Fast-forward to ten years later, in 1933. Hitler has 
now achieved what he had set out to do in those 
2 Reichswehr, the name given to the Weimar Republic’s 
Army, successor to the Imperial Army and forerunner of the 
Wehrmacht of World War II.
3 The only book that was worse was Alfred Rosenberg’s Myth 
of the 20th Century, in which he tried to lay out the Nazi plank 
and justify it by creating a pseudo-philosophy based on Hitler’s 
“teachings”. I haven’t read it and have been looking for a copy 
to keep in the washroom for years now.

“dark days” in 1923. He was the Chancellor of the 
German Reich. Okay, he wasn’t really “elected” 
to do the job; he had been appointed to it. He 
managed to do this by coercion, tossing a bit 
of money around, making empty promises, and 
having a keen political intellect. Knowing exactly 
what to do, the first thing he did was placate both 
the President of the republic and the army. He had 
a lot of public support; new Nazis were coming 
out of the woodwork and closets everywhere. 
Hitler promised to restore German greatness 
and triumph; it was as if a new, unencumbered 
German eagle had spread its wings and was 
preparing to soar to great heights.  

The Nazis needed to achieve total power in order 
to further their aims. To do this, all opposition 
had to be eliminated, and not just nullified either, 
but totally eliminated.  Hitler burned down the 
Reichstag (German parliament) building and 
managed to convince the aging and increasingly 
senile President to grant him emergency powers. 
He then locked up a few members of the 
opposition parties into brand-new concentration 
camps that were being built for just such an 
occasion. This scared the remaining members 
of the Reichstag into line. As for the doting old 
President, he was beyond caring. He probably 
wasn’t sure of what was going on anyway. So 
Hitler then locked up all the Communists and 
blamed them for torching the Reichstag. A poor, 
mentally challenged Dutchman, who was nominally 
affiliated with the Communist party, was found 
to take the blame for the actual event and was 
eventually executed for it. In the meantime, Hitler 
had to strengthen his hold on the Reichstag, so he 
devised a neat little PR scheme that would do two 
things - placate the President and nullify the army, 
assuring people he was determined to maintain the 
status quo and work within the framework given 
to him. This little bit of pageantry also served to 
placate the monarchists who were clamouring for a 
return of the old Kaiserreich. Now, he just needed 
a location, since the Reichstag building was still 
smoldering.

The place he chose was a PR master-stroke. He 
went to Potsdam, the old Prussian military city. 
This was a town steeped in military glory and 
tradition. At the one end of the Breite Strasse 
(Broad Street), there was an old baroque garrison 
church. The location was perfect.

The “Garnisonkirche” (Garrison Church) was 
built over the top of a square, half-timbered 
construction, erected about 15 years earlier 
in 1720. King Frederick Wilhelm I of Prussia 
commissioned Philipp Gerlach, a famous architect, 
to build the new church. The King wanted a tall 
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tower above everything else,  as he had been 
fascinated by the tall spires he had seen in 
northern Germany and Holland. So of course, 
being Prussian, his had to be bigger and uglier. He 
succeeded. The building that was eventually built 
was a myriad of bad proportions; a tall oversized 
tower placed in front of a squat, flat square with 
a high pitched centre-peaked roof. It had nothing 
in common with its Gothic forbearers, and it really 
didn’t even look baroque. One has to wonder if 
Gerlach was under the influence when he designed 
it, or if this was his revenge for some sort of a 
slight. It did look better from the front profile, but 
from the side, it looked like the wrong tower was 
haphazardly slapped onto a mess hall by mistake. 
But the king was delighted, which was all that 
mattered in the end, and the Prussians now had 
their military church.  Gerlach must have breathed 
a sigh of relief. This church soon became the 
final resting place for Frederick Wilhelm and his 
son, Frederick the Great. Other great Prussians 
associated with the Hohenzollern family were also 
eventually interred there.   This just goes to show 
that there is some truth to the stereotype that 
Prussians are culturally backward and generally 
have no taste whatsoever when it comes to 
architecture.

The church soon became the setting for something 
a little more ominous but in fine Prussian tradition. 
In 1817, the Reformed court and garrison 
congregation, the Lutheran garrison congregation 
and the Calvinist garrison congregation became 
the Evangelical Christian Union. This was 
announced by King Frederick Wilhelm III on the 
300th anniversary of the Reformation. In typical 
Prussian tradition, a new government ministry was 
created to monitor and set policy of this new, 
state-subsidized religion. While a considerable 
number of congregations within Prussia changed 
to the new religion, quite a few remained separate 
and outside the sphere of control of the State. 
This kind of government control suited the Nazis 
well too, and in the same spirit, they created 
a Reichs-evangelical church, complete with its 
own swastika-clad bishop. There’s unfortunately 
something very German and very wrong about 
that incredible desire to control every facet of 
a person’s life, including instituting ostensibly 
offensive requirements, giving God a good rousing 
“Heil Hitler”.

However, this was still a couple of years away; this 
little propaganda exercise at the Garnisonkirche 
occurred in 1933, and the Nazi church was codified 
in 1936. Hitler was still trying to consolidate his 
power and convince the German public that he 
was “respectable” and that the rule of law would 
continue - well, sort of. He had to appease the 

monarchists first. They were potentially the largest 
group that could give him trouble, and like the 
conservative business owners, they had thrown 
their lot behind Hitler early on in his struggle 
for power. As much as Hitler may have inwardly 
cringed, he had to adopt a certain pomp and 
ceremony to satisfy these people. He still needed 
them. There would be room in the concentration 
camps for them too, once he had consolidated 
power. But before he could do that, he needed to 
figure something out that would appeal to them, 
and there’s nothing quite like trooping the colours; 
it kills more than one bird with one stone. Not to 
mention, it made for some interesting and rousing 
film footage as well. One thing Prussian aristocrats 
like to do is march around in pretty, garish 
uniforms and pointy hats. There was no shortage 
of those at Potsdam on that day.  

Ex-Prince August Wilhelm4, resplendent in a 
4  Prince August Wilhelm von Hohenzollern, 1887-1949. He 
was the Kaiser’s fourth son and the most politically active. 
Joining the Nazis fairly early on, he was accorded the low party 
number of #24, mostly for propaganda purposes. Elected to 
the Reichstag and joining the Nazi SA, he absolutely adored 
Hitler and secretly hoped that Hitler would elevate him and his 
family back into the Kaiser’s throne once he assumed power. 
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1840 - Oil on Canvas; Eduard Gaertner;  
“The Garrison Church Near Potsdam”. 



wartime Hussar’s uniform and also a member of 
the Nazi party, showed up and was feted by Hitler. 
There’s a famous photo of the two together, Hitler 
being dressed more like the maitre d’ of a fine 
hotel or one of the Prince’s footmen. They seem to 
be sharing a joke, because the picture is actually 
a still from a film, and it shows the bemedaled 
cop to Hitler’s left grinning at something that was 
said. Hitler looks to have said something crass or 
possibly obscene, if one reads his facial expression 
correctly. One print of that same photo that I’ve 
seen has Hitler with what looks like guano on his 
sleeve. I’m not sure that would have been allowed 
to happen, but it would have been nice if it was 
true. But then again, “photoshop” makes anything 
possible. Standing behind the Prince and Herr 
Hitler, resplendent in his over-sized steel “brain-
bucket” and looking rather cadaverous as a result, 
was the ex-head of the Reichswehr, General Hans 
von Seeckt5. He’s looking rather pursed; one could 
assume that he didn’t like the joke. He was by 

Increasingly sidelined after the Roehm affair in 1934, “Auwi” 
went on to hold a high ceremonial rank in the SA and was 
arrested by the Americans and tried after the war. Largely 
acquitted, he died of a sudden and serious illness in 1949 while 
awaiting a West German war-crimes trial. 
5 Hans von Seeckt, 1866-1936, German army staff-officer and 
architect of the post-World War I army. After a rather lackluster 
pre-war career, Seeckt was recalled at the beginning of the 
war and found himself in Turkey. He proved himself there. In 
Germany at the tail-end of the war working for Hindenburg 
and Ludendorff, he was a gifted organizer, a brilliant strategist 
and a dyed-in-the-wool monarchist. He hated the Republic and 
laid the foundations for what the German army became during 
the Second World War. His humorless and rigid personality 
eventually got him drilled out of the Reichswehr in 1926. After 
this, he hired himself out to the Chinese and was instrumental 
in reforming the Republican Chinese army. Back in Germany in 
the early 30s, he retired on a comfortable pension and stayed 
off the active duty rolls until his death in 1936.

most accounts pretty humourless.  
Seeckt was largely responsible 
for what the army became during 
World War II. By pursuing an elitist 
policy, maintaining that only the 
best of the best soldiers made 
up the officer corps, he insured 
that the German army had a very 
efficient and competent command 
structure in place. These soldiers 
eventually became Hitler’s high 
command during the war and 
were largely the reason why the 
Wehrmacht was so successful. 
Seeckt drove his people to learn 
from the mistakes of World War 
I, fully knowing that one day the 
German army would have its 
revenge. As a closeted supporter of 
the Nazis throughout the Weimar 
years, Seeckt was probably more 
than a little disappointed that he 
no longer was on active duty and 

got the credit he thought he deserved.

The day started out a little cool but sunny; perfect 
for stomping about in heavy woolen uniforms 
and steel helmets. If there are any collectors 
of militaria reading this, the Germans were still 
using the 1916 pattern steel helmet with the 
“Frankenstein” bolts on the sides. This helmet was 
very heavy and must have clunked down quite a 
bit while goose-stepping. Maybe that’s why the 
army went to its doom during the last war without 
a protest. The men had the sense knocked out 
of them while marching. First, the honour guard 
paraded, then the Government lead by Hitler and 
vice-chancellor von Papen paraded, then the old 
Prussian nobility and General Staff lead by the 
very old von Mackensen paraded, and finally, 
the Brownshirts and the SS paraded. A young 
American reporter by the name of William Shirer 
was there to record the event for his American 
audience. He remarked that the whole thing looked 
like an old-time pre-war Kaiser parade. In his 
report he began to worry that German militarism, 
which had never been properly eradicated after 
the war, was on the road to make a resounding 
comeback. He wasn’t alone in this sentiment. 
There were a few others around then who also 
could see what was coming and even wrote books 
about it. The problem was no one was listening. 
Worst of all, Shirer was right.

Inside the church, everyone awaited the President 
of the Republic, and Hindenburg6 didn’t disappoint. 
6 Paul Ludwig Hans Anton von Beneckendorff und von 
Hindenburg, 1847-1934, Prussian General and German head 
of state. Hindenburg had a pretty boring and lackluster career 
after the Franco-Prussian war of 1870 and was retired by the 
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Nor did he hide his allegiance; he doddered up to 
the empty royal booth and saluted it. He was, of 
course, fully dressed in an Imperial Field Marshal’s 
uniform and looked much the same as he did when 
he and Ludendorff ran the country into the ground 
in 1918. And now here he was again, lording over 
the destruction of yet another German state; the 
republic he so detested yet swore to uphold and 
protect as President. He did decide to remove his 
Pickelhaube when he sat down; he was in a church 
after all.

Hitler stood at the rector’s pedestal facing 
Hindenburg’s chair. All the government “ministers” 
were on his left and behind them the entire 
congregation of “elected” Reichstag deputies, 
except for any Communists, Social Democrats, 
Centrists and Christian Democrats. These were 
hastily replaced by SA Brownshirts who were 
there to harangue anyone who was out of order 
or to vigorously applaud without prompting. 
Hitler made a short speech, and in it, he said to 
Hindenburg, “By a unique upheaval…our national 
honour has been restored, and thanks to your 
understanding…the union between the symbols of 
the old greatness and the new strength has been 
celebrated.” Ever the drama-queen, he then set up 
a perfect “Kodak” moment. He is shown hatless, 
bowing reverently with his hand clasped onto 
time World War I started. Recalled to active duty, he got a 
couple of brilliant “breaks” in his career that catapulted him to 
the head of the German wartime government. Along with his 
subordinate Ludendorff he ran Germany into the ground for the 
Kaiser. He was responsible for the propagation of the infamous 
“stab-in-the-back” legend that the Nazis used so successfully. 
Elected to the largely ceremonial office of President of the 
Republic in 1924 on the death of Friedrich Ebert, Hindenburg 
eventually went back into retirement mode, becoming 
increasingly senile and open to manipulation. This eventually 
resulted in Hitler’s being appointed in 1933 and the death of 
the Republic. Hindenburg died a year later, and his offices were 
usurped by Hitler who then became “Fuehrer of the German 
Reich”.

Hindenburg’s in a symbolic unification of the old 
and the new. The German eagle, now weighed 
down with a swastika, had come down…with a 
resounding thud.

The Nazis extended their propaganda to the 
coinage as well. The first real Nazi influenced 
issue was the 1933 Luther Commemoratives. 
By this point in time, the Nazis had discovered 
that the country was effectively broke. They 
needed to cut down on minting costs, and since 
the currency wasn’t freely convertible on the 
international market, it wasn’t worth much. So 
they decreed that the new coins which were 
to replace the old Weimar issues were to be 
smaller. The 5 Reichsmark7 shrunk to about 
the old Imperial Vereinsthaler size, and the 
2 Reichsmark8 was debased as well as made 
smaller. Now they had to sell the public, so they 
used an old standby guaranteed not to offend 

anyone, Martin Luther. It also happened to be 
his 450th birthday in 1933; a convenient enough 
excuse to put him on a coin. Unlike most Nazi 
coins, these had a fairly low mintage and are 
pretty scarce today. There was a shortage of coin 
silver. Until all of the old coinage was recalled 
and melted, it seemed that there wasn’t going to 
be enough to satisfy demand. At about the same 
time, the silver 1 Reichsmark coin was replaced 
with a nickel one of the same size as the previous 
issue. 

The next issue was the Potsdam Garnisonkirche 
commemorative. These coins were struck in 1934 
and 1935. The 2 Reichsmark reverse featured the 
front profile of the Garnisonkirche with the date 
and swastikas on either side of the church tower. 
There were 2 versions of the 5 Reichsmark coin; 
one with a date, and one without. These were 
produced concurrently by all of the mints. The 
dated issue is less common than the non-dated 
version, which was made for 2 years. The obverse 
side with the German eagle and denomination, 
along with the year and the ubiquitous swastikas, 
was the same through the issue. 

The obverse was designed by Reinhard Kullrich9, 
and the obverse was designed by a gentleman 
only referred to for posterity as “Bruessow”. An 

7  5 RM specifications: 29mm diameter, weight: 13.88 gr., 
chemical composition: .900 silver, .100 copper.
8  2 RM specifications: 25mm diameter, weight: 8 gr., chemical 
composition: .625 silver .375 copper. The specifications for both 
issues remained the same throughout the Nazi period. 
9 Reinhard Kullrich, 1869-1947, son of another Berlin Mint 
engraver, Friedrich Wilhelm Kullrich. Reinhard went to work 
at the Berlin mint after the death of his father. He is partially 
responsible for a number of Weimar designs - the 50 Pfennig of 
the early 20’s, the 1 Rentenpfennig/Reichspfennig of the 20’s 
and 30’s and the infamous 4 Pfennig “Brunning Thaler” of 1932. 
He died in about 1947.
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internet search didn’t turn up anything else, 
which in one sense, is no surprise, considering 
that most of the pre-war Berlin Mint records were 
destroyed at the end of the Second World War or 
by the Communists when they took over the city. 
Kullrich, on the other hand, was better known. 
His career with the mint had started in the 1890s, 
and this design was probably one of his last, as he 
was approaching retirement age by 1934. Kullrich 
was responsible for generating the dies from a 
designer’s matrix, so whether he actually “sunk” 
the image or not is still a question. Unfortunately, 
there isn’t much information on this man. There’s 
even less on his successor, Franz Krischker, who 
designed or “sunk” most of the subsequent Nazi 
small change issues. Both of these men seem to 
have disappeared prior to the end of the Second 
World War. Krischker’s last design was probably 
an iron test token for the “Reichskommisariat 
Ukraine”. The reverse of that design ended up on 
the first post-war issues of the DDR. How that all 
came to be is an interesting story of its own.

The mintage for this whole series was fairly large. 
The public had accepted the new sizes, and the 
Nazis had their propaganda coup. These coins 
remained in circulation throughout the war and 
were only “de-monetized” in September of 1945. 
They remained in circulation in Austria for another 
couple of years, after they were withdrawn in 
Germany.

These coins are by no means rare and 
due to the subject matter, not even that 
collectible. The only thing that sells them is 
the swastikas on them. The only Nazi era 
coins that are even less regarded than this 
series is the early Hindenburg 5 Reichsmark 
pieces from 1935-36 without the swastika.  
There are currently a lot of listings for 
these coins online. They’re usually found 
in some flashy ad complete with bogus 
claims of extreme value and rarity.  Some 
have been lightly plated with a gold wash 
and are fraudulently claimed to be “Hitler’s 
gold” from some obscure horde found in 
an Austrian lake.  In some cases, these 
coins are accompanied by a completely 
worthless certificate of authenticity, signed 
by whoever can hold a pen, probably the 
janitor on duty that day. The prognosis for 
the collectability of these coins is fairly poor, 
as supply still far exceeds demand. There’s 
an old joke that when Hjalmar Schacht was 
released from Nuremburg Prison in 1948, 
he was asked by a Financial Times reporter 
just how many Reichsmarks he believed 
were still in circulation, to which he replied, 
“Approximately 700 billion Reichsmark”. Well, 
there are at least 690 billion worth on eBay at 

any given time today.

And what about the Garnisonkirche itself? Is it 
still there? In a word, no. Potsdam was leveled 
on April 14th 1945 shortly before the war ended. 
It was pretty much bombed out of existence first, 
and then the Russians shelled whatever was left. 
The church looked like it might survive at first, 
but then the building next to it caught fire, and 
that was it for the church. The remaining shell 
stood until 1968. In 1967, the Communist party 
chief and “First Secretary of the SED Central 
Committee” Walter Ulbricht10 visited Potsdam for 
the first time. This is a bit of a surprise considering 
Potsdam is a stone’s throw away from Berlin. But 
Ulbricht decided that the remaining buildings along 
the Breite Strasse were only bombed out ruins 
that tended to glorify Germany’s “fascist-militarist” 

10 Walter Ulbricht, 1893-1973, first leader of Communist East 
Germany. He joined the German Communist Party fairly early 
on after World War I. Ulbricht was another humourless and 
rigid personality who had no appreciation for history or culture 
unless it was Communist. A devout follower of Stalin, Ulbricht 
spent the war in the Soviet Union denouncing colleagues and 
coercing prisoners of war to join in the Communist movement. 
Flown into Berlin as the Russians were still securing it, Ulbricht 
quickly established a Stalinist government and obliterated any 
opposition. In 1946, he unified all the political parties in the 
Soviet Zone and became the de-facto head of both the party 
and the government. He ruled with an iron fist until quietly 
deposed by his loyal henchman, Erich Honecker, in 1971. His 
demise in 1973 was greeted with a sigh of relief by everyone 
in the Soviet Zone. He is to this day largely unknown and 
unmourned in Germany.
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past. He ordered it all pulled down and some 
shapeless communist-inspired erection installed in 
its place. There’s no record if he decided this from 
the comfort of his office, which overlooked goose-
stepping soldiers doing a Prussian-style “changing 
of the guard” in front of the “Neue Wache” in 
downtown East Berlin. 

Right now, there is a movement afoot to rebuild 
the church. It is expected to have the tower and 
steeple built in a couple of years and the whole 
thing to be completed by 2017. Of course, due 
to its controversial place in history, there is a lot 
of opposition to rebuilding it, so the whole effort 
is being financed with private donations and no 
government or public grants. It remains to be seen 
if it will actually get finished. 

Around the time of the Potsdam Day, Hitler is 
purported to have made this promise to the 
German people, “Give me ten years, and you will 
not recognize Germany”. (Gebt mir zehn Jahre, und 
ihr kennt Deutschland nicht wieder.) He meant that 
a National Socialist Germany would be an entirely 
different thing from the republic or the empire 
that came before it. In many ways, he was right; 
Germany was pretty much unrecognizable after 
the war. But it was for entirely different reasons. 

The highest buildings in most cities in 1945 turned 
out to be the fire hydrants. All the architecture was 
bombed flat. Looking around now, there’s hardly 
any evidence that there was all this destruction. In 
Potsdam, the old Communist structures are quietly 
coming down, only to be replaced with perfect 
copies of what stood there before. It’s as if nothing 
had ever happened. No one is really sure if this is 
such a good idea, considering the bad blood that 
went with all of the history there. So now all we’re 
left with is a lot of ugly coins to remind us that the 
whole Nazi and Second World War thing wasn’t just 
some bad Hollywood movie or nightmare that can 
be easily forgotten.

It’s time to bury that stack again. At some point I’ll 
figure out why it is on my desk - just not today.
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the Edmonton Numismatic Society. 

The ruined church in 1945. The ruins of the church in 1966, prior to 
demolition. 



One of the things I do every so often when I am researching a coin 
on any research site is to look for coins from my collection that are 

pictured there. Over the years, I have bought many coins, and sometimes 
the image simply gets lost. This is because either I forgot to save it, or 
because my first computers were second hand, and in one case I had to 
delete pictures so that the machine could keep running. In either case, I 
did not save a lot of pictures. A few days ago, I was rewarded with some 
success. While trying to find something about another coin from the mint 
of Syracuse, I found an image of one of my coins from that mint.
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The coins of Syracuse are counted among the 
most beautiful coins ever minted. This is because 
the die cutters were allowed to experiment with 
both the basic design as well as the fabric of the 
coin. The flans became thinner and therefore 
larger, so more ambitious and complex designs 
could be experimented with. True, there could 
be long intervals in which there was no or very 
minimal development, but these periods of inertia 
could be followed by periods of rapid innovation 
in design, so that in only a few years the coinage 
was completely transformed.  One such period was 
that of the Second Democracy which started in 460 
B.C. and ended in 406 B.C.  Much of this period 
was marked by very slow development of the 
main types, followed by very rapid development 
starting in the last twenty years of the coinage. 
However, the development of this coinage cannot 
be seen as a linear progression. In a few, cases the 
initial experimentation was not followed up upon 
immediately, and it would not be for a few years 
that the concept was reintroduced.

One point should be made before I continue. The 
obverse on most coins is the side upon which is 
engraved a head. This is a very normal procedure, 
as the head, be it of a deity or a ruler, is usually 
the most important and most complex image 
on the coin and thus is placed on the obverse. 
This is because the obverse die is usually much 
more securely placed during the minting process. 
Sometimes called the anvil die, the obverse was 
often fitted into an anvil, the flan of the coin placed 
upon it and the reverse, or hammer die, then 
placed upon that. Because the reverse was the die 
hit by the hammer, there were far greater stresses 
placed upon that die during the striking process. 
This meant that the reverse die usually was 
damaged far more quickly than the obverse die. 
Thus, the reverse die was usually engraved with 
simpler, more easily replaced designs. However, 
on the tetradrachm issues of Syracuse, the head is 
placed on the reverse. This is due to the way the 
coinage was developed. In the beginning, the four 
horse chariot design or quadriga was placed on the ©
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A Tetradrachm from Syracuse
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