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Message from the
PrESid e nt David Peter 2010-14

I would like to welcome all new members who signed up at the last coin show. We actively
encourage your involvement and contributions to our society, and I look forward to seeing you
at the monthly meetings. If you are unable to attend, we do have other events throughout the
year, including our annual BBQ.

The Royal Canadian Mint continues its attempt at educating all Canadians about their prominent
history through coins. It is commemorating the War of 1812 by striking both silver and
circulating coins. In March, it announced the release of a 25 cent circulating coin featuring hero
Lieutenant Colonel Charles-Michel de Salaberry, a prominent figure who raised a militia group to
defend Lower Canada against the attempted invasion.

It is interesting how the Royal Canadian Mint has brought back a cameo affect on a circulating
coin through this series, which really has not been seen since the 1960s. It has also colorized
some of the coins, once again showing the advanced mint techniques that make our federal
mint internationally known. The exciting aspect from a non-profit, educational group such as
ourselves is that these coins also help educate and introduce young people and new collectors
to the hobby and the art of coinage. It's important not to be too critical of these new series, as
they help ensure the continuation of the next generation of numismatists and hobbyists.

David

(@ The Next Meeting

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Royal Alberta Museum, 12845 - 102 Avenue
Meeting Start Time 7:15pm

- Introduction of new members
- Society matters
- announcement of ANNUAL ENS BBQ date and location
- design of the ENS 60th Anniversary Trade Token
- Fall Show
- Presentations:
- American Civil War Paper Currency - by Marc Bink
- The Reign of Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands (1890 -
1948) in coins and through videos - by Pierre Driessen
- Show and Tell - bring numismatic items of interest to you to share
with fellow society members
- Silent Auction
- Door Prize Draws
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By Mitch Goudreau
ENS Secretary

Minutes from ENS Monthly
Meeting on March 9, 2013

1) David Peter the ENS President
opened the meeting at 1920 hrs.
He stated that the March 2-3,
2013 coin show was a great
success, with a turnout of 1099
visitors. This was our 2" best
show of all time in terms of
attendance, as we were only
missing five more visitors to

set a new record. Once again
this accomplishment would not
be possible without the hard
work and dedication of our ENS
volunteers.

Howard Gilbey briefed us on the
silent auction that was held in
conjunction with the coin show.
This auction was our best to date,
with 61 out of 70 lots selling, for a
grand total of $2693.00. He noted
that the majority of the lots were
purchased by non-ENS members.

2) Marc Bink our VP presented
the current membership report.
We still have approximately 60
members who have not paid their
2013 ENS membership dues. The
benefits of membership in our
dynamic club was reiterated, as a
reminder of what we have to offer.
In addition to the camaraderie of
meeting with fellow hobbyists,

it comes with an electronic
subscription to The Planchet as
well as refreshments and snacks
at all meetings, topped off by a
yearly BBQ.

3) We changed things a bit by
having the show and tell earlier
in the meeting than normal. Bob
Fillman started out by speaking
about a very large coin shop

he visited in Hawaii that had

an amazing selection of items,
including a wall of valuable
Hawaiian coins.

The broad selection of items
passed around included:
e Souvenir spoon from Sudbury,

About Your Society

ON with a embedded 1951 five
Cent commemorative coin,

e 1914 United States of America
Barber Dime from the San
Francisco Mint,

e 1864 $5 Confederate States
of America hand signed note
from Richmond, VA,

e 1960s era 1%t Edition Medallion
Set from the Sherritt Mint,

e 1808 Thaler from the Kingdom
of Saxony which was created
by Napoleon,

e 2 Napoleonic pieces from Italy,

e Charles I Half Crown from the
Tower Mint in London,

e 1914 $5 & $10 gold coins
from the newly released Bank
of Canada hoard. A general
discussion on this hoard
followed for a few minutes.

Circa 1870 Anticosti Island
token. Anticosti Island is part of
Quebec, situated in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence at the outlet of the St.
Lawrence River. It was privately
owned in the 2™ half of the 19t
century. It's controversial, as not
everyone agrees that this token
with a helmeted roman bust
obverse is from this island. The
reverse has an “A” over 1/8 that
supposedly signifies Anticosti.
Others say the “"A” is merely the
well-known mintmark of the Paris
Mint and that these were made
there as trial strikings.

4) Wayne Hansen showed us a
slide show of pictures he took at
the March coin show. This created
a lot of laughter as the audience
saw themselves on screen with
some unique expressions as they
went about their activities.

5) Members were encouraged
to contribute articles to The
Planchet, our club’s publication.

Conclusion

Door prizes were drawn, and the
meeting was adjourned at 2027
hrs.
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No Bright Lights in this
Northern Area

By Marc Bink

t usually starts when I find a coin. This time was no exception; I found

an interesting coin in one of my “junk” boxes the other day. It was made
out of aluminum, and had the usual “socialist” style reverse devices which
immediately caught my attention. Yes, this definitely looked “socialist”,
and therefore probably meant an oppressive regime...it had all the right
elements. I'll make no secret of it; I have this “thing” for totalitarian
regimes. I have no idea what makes me want to study and investigate
them. In most cases, they are repulsive, inhumane and generally just
“bad”. And yet, I'm drawn to them, most of the subject matter in my
personal library is man’s inhumanity towards man, I guess I just can’t get
enough of how other people can be so incredibly inhuman towards others
and still sleep at night. This next case is no exception, except that the
horror is still on going for people living there. The worst of it is they've
been at it so long that most people who live in that country don’t know
anything different, so they probably don’t think it’s too bad. But it is, it
really is.

PENNYPRESS
MIANS

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North
Korea) was founded on September 9%, 1948 in
the Soviet occupied northern zone of the Korean
peninsula at the point of a gun, which was the
usual process for a Soviet-puppet government.
The American controlled southern area formed
its own government shortly after the North

was founded. The division of the country was

arbitrarily decided by both belligerents in 1945
Manufacturer§ of Medals & Tokens as a “prize” for the Soviet Union entering into the
Since 2000 war against the Japanese at the tail end of the
Encasing Coins of the World Second World War. The Soviets never did engage
the Japanese in combat, two atomic bombs

i 2004
Since 200 — and Japan’s quick collapse insured that, but the

TELEPHONE: 801-318-5768
EMAIL: encasedcoins@yahoo.com
WEBSITE: www.pennypressmint.com
KELLY P. FINNEGAN, PROPRIETOR

SN Soviets were allowed to keep their half as “spoils
AN W . A
/,(@:;;ﬁm%% /g@\ of war”. The Soviets also did finance and support
/;g:d @%%\ the Chinese Communists under Mao Zedong.
=4 2= While Mao was stomping the republicans into the
\%? Vs i'/ ground, the Soviets installed a Korean puppet
~<////j§agm@:@\?¥/ hastily chosen from their own ranks to start
/é//L//,@//& forming a local offshoot of the Communist Party.
The man they selected was Kim II-Sung, and he
P.O. Box 633 - - . -
SPANISH FORK, UTAH 84660 was given 3 days in WhIFh ‘Fo learn and memorize
USA a speech prepared for him in Korean, a language

he hadn’t used since he was a child and barely
even spoke anymore. The reason he was selected
is because his Russian handler thought he looked
good and impressive enough to be a leader, it had
absolutely nothing to do with the man’s leadership

I skills. At this point, they were irrelevant.
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Old series, 1959-2005 The 50 chon coin dated 1978 has what’s called a "Chollima” (flying
horse) apparently according to legend this thing does 1000 Ri a night. It has become the
symbol of North Korean "progress”, much like the fist and sickle was for Mao’s “great leap
forward”.

Kim Il-sung was born as Kim Song-ju in a small
village that sits on the Peak of Manyungbong
Mountain in 1912. Although western historians
are not entirely sure of these facts, it is believed
to be true. His parents were reasonably well off,
and they happened to be Presbyterians. In around
1920, Kim and his family were driven from Korea
into China, where Kim grew up. All of his “formal”
education (which consisted of about 6 years)
occurred in China, and he eventually went to the
Soviet Union where he became a Communist. At
some point in the 1940s, he assumed his current
name of Kim Il-sung, who was at the time a well-
known revolutionary. The original Kim was a good
deal older than his “new” incarnation, but this
didn’t seem to matter to the Soviet MVD who
literally invented Kim from scratch in 1945. It is
currently believed that the Soviets invented Kim'’s
bona-fides by claiming he was a guerrilla leader
engaged against the Japanese occupation. All it did
was give the new improved Kim Il-sung an excuse
to purge the country and kill everyone who really
knew the truth. As he implied to his long-suffering
people, he was always in pursuit of the truth. What
he didn't tell people is what he did when he found
it; which was to usually Kkill it.

The Soviets already had plans in place so that
once the new People’s paradise was declared an
oppressive infrastructure would immediately swing
into total operation. This of course meant issuing
money. And like most communist regimes, this
new Korean regime understood little of how money

really worked and less about how to make it work.
All they knew is that the State now controlled the
means of production, and the happy, productive
workers would be paid a salary to enable them to
get what they needed to survive comfortably and
nothing else. Since the country was in a constant
rebuilding mode, there was never enough to

go around and there certainly weren’t enough
consumer goods to be had. In fact none were being
made. The first issues of the North Korean Won
were all paper, there was no coinage issued. They
could have issued the money in fabric or felt or rice
paper for all that it mattered, there was nothing

to buy with them anyway. Pretty soon people had
oodles of money, but nothing to buy with it. The
black market value of this Won was starting to
drop. Pretty soon it was worthless.

In South Korea, things weren’t much better. The
Japanese had destroyed much of the country
before they left and the American occupation
people had their hands full and were chronically
short-staffed. So nothing really was done, roads
weren’t repaired and industry wasn't rebuilt. Crops
withered in the fields due to lack of fertilizer, or
transport, and the closing of the traditional markets
in the North. In the North, if the Japanese hadn’t
taken it with them when they left, then the Soviets
stole it and sent it west. The North Koreans were
considered to be the luckier of the two states; they
got the industry while the South got the farms. As
was the case with Germany and Vietnam, it soon
became apparent that the country would be better

HLYOM SAANNAd V
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served as a whole, and not split up. However, that
idea was anathema to both super powers; there
wasn’t going to be any kind of unification. So the
North decided to force the issue and invaded the
South. The Cold War was beginning to heat up.

Kim Il-sung had convinced his Soviet handlers
that the South with the help of the United States
was going to invade and was poisoning wells. So
the North decided to invade, and the South went
to the United Nations and asked for help. The UN
decided to help, and the Americans were given

the “lead” in this case. They succeeded in driving
the Northern troops to the Chinese border. And
then things really hit the fan, the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army got involved and over-ran all the
UN positions and drove them south again. To make
a long story short, an armistice was arranged
between both Koreas in 1953. But before this
happened, a lot of American and Canadian soldiers
got killed ostensibly for nothing because not one
meter of soil was gained or one concession was
granted. Since 1953 Korea has been an armed
camp with both sides remaining far apart and not
talking to each other. But one thing had changed,
and that was the relationship between Kim and
the Soviets. They were no longer best of friends.
In fact, it was probably a good thing for Kim that
Stalin died when he did. Rumor had it that Kim
was to have been recalled to “centre” and probably
wouldn’t have returned under his own propulsion.



There is one important difference on the 1978 set of 10 Won notes, the "red seal” (issued to
socialist visitors) and the "blue seal” reverse (issued to western visitors).

The usual diagnosis in those days was “cerebral
hemorrhage”, but what they don’t say is that was
usually induced by a 9 millimetre projectile. Kim
was a very lucky man indeed. As it was, the new
Soviet regime was less than pleased with their
protégé, so they cut him loose. Kim had by that
point already fallen out with Mao in China as well.
So he came up with his own way of doing things.
He fostered his own cult of personality and a funny
concept called Juche.

Juche is in a nutshell, the North Korean philosophy
of self-reliance and racial superiority. After they
fell out with the Soviets and the Chinese, Kim
decided that Korea had to go on its own and

never be reliant on any other group again. So this
meant that some sacrifices had to be made. It also
meant that the strict Marxist or Marxist-Leninist
theory was to be modified (read; abandoned) in
favor of this home-grown version of communism.
But what it meant for the average person on the
street was more than just a little inconvenience as

HLYOM SAANNAd V
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5000 Won note features the smiling mug of the founder of the DPRK, Kim Il-sung.

was implied by the official literature. Developing

a liking for the taste of tree-bark and sawdust
paste wasn’t a bad idea either, as imported food
started to disappear. The other main component of
the Juche philosophy was total and unconditional
obedience to the Kim family. Since its inception
in 1955, the Juche philosophy has taken on a life
of its own, and essentially is the guiding ideology
with its own schools and literature in North Korea.
It is because of “"American intransience and its
desire to drive the Korean people under” that the
current nuclear weapons program was developed.
The funny thing about this is the
Americans have recently negotiated
deals with the regime that certainly
didn’t do the US any favours, but
were an attempt to keep the peace
on the Korean peninsula. Juche also
teaches that the Korean people have
to be constantly vigilant against
foreign incursion. So the North
Koreans don't trust anyone, and no
one trusts them. The worst of it is
that they have nukes now.

Currency-wise, the North Korean
Won followed a very “socialist”
path. First, the regime introduced
notes and coins that were made for
internal or domestic consumption. Of
course, it is illegal for foreigners to
possess these notes. Why, no one is
really too sure, because it is pretty
much worthless except to collectors
outside of North Korea. The North
Koreans also made a “socialist”
coinage that would go to “fraternal

Socialist peoples” from other communist countries.
This usually had one star on the obverse on the
small denomination coins. Then there was the
“western” currency, which had two stars on the
obverse or denomination side. I would assume
these were coins that were issued when the State
forced westerners to exchange a set amount of
hard currency for their local issues. As far as the
banknotes went, it was pretty much the same
story, a three-tiered system which in a sense
makes a mockery of the supposedly egalitarian
system that in the end seems to vindicate
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Walk - Ins Welcome College and

Association of

A CHIROPRACTORS
Gift Certificates MEMBER
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P‘avﬂ\aéiDeal_s FOR MORE INFO:
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capitalism. There was a local issue, a socialist
issue, (red won, because of the read seal) and

the western “blue won” issue with a blue seal.
Otherwise the notes appeared much the same
with the same devices as the domestic issue. The
initial value of the won was pegged at 2.16 to

the US Dollar, but this soon became unworkable
as inflation set in. By the time the North Koreans
started experimenting with their currency again

in 2009, the Won was trading at the rate of

about 4000 to 1 US dollar. After the currency
reorganization of 2009, the official rate was
pegged at W470 to the dollar, but within 96 hours
of the currency’s introduction the black market
rate started to plummet again. Needless to say,
foreigners heading to North Korea can expect to
pay generously on exchange rates, and no, there
are still no ABMs there. Credit cards are completely
unheard of there as well. And since the North
Koreans haven’t been paying their foreign bills, no
one will lend or do business there unless it is for
hard currency cash, something which the regime is
chronically short of. So if you're planning a holiday
in Pyongyang expect to pay outrageous prices for
lousy products and service. And no, unlike Seoul
in the South, there really is no shopping district

in Pyongyang to begin with. But the real problem
is that it is next to impossible to run a centrally-
planned economy in amongst a capitalist supply-
and-demand world. Even thought “socialist” money
isn’t supposed to lose its value, the laws of supply
and demand still over-ride socialist thinking and
the currency becomes worthless.

During the 60s and 70s, both Koreas were pretty
much the same in most respects. Where the
Northern government was harsh and inhumane,

reEetl
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the southern government was corrupt and just
about as inhumane. Living standards were similar
as both economies were pretty much wrecked.
What remained was primarily geared for war
production. Yes, the US nominally supported the
South; but they tended to look the other way
when the South Koreans violated human rights by
shooting political prisoners and arresting student
democracy protestors. Things started to change
once premier Park was assassinated, a more liberal
democratic government was allowed to form.

But it wasn’t until the early 80s when the South
got its act together and actually started to boom
economically. Throughout the decades since the
Korean war, huge industrial combines such as
Hyundai, Daewoo and Samsung to name a few
were slowly gaining political favour. Then with

a transition to a more western style democracy,
the economy exploded and the South Koreans
haven’t looked back. Statistically, the South
Korean standard of living only began to surpass
the North’s in about 1978. In truth, it had occurred
much earlier, because the South had access to
consumer goods. In the North, only the Kim family
had access to consumer goods. The North Korean

I 5727 sunview Point
| Sherwood Park, AB, )

e T'B_H‘ﬂ}?ﬂ Marc Bink, CPPA
«ll  Phone:780 570-2665
W[  Cel:780271-1362
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people on the other hand, had to make do with a
home-grown synthetic fibre called “vinalon” that
neither wore well or fit after a washing. Most North
Koreans were forced to buy huge quantities of it
and this is one reason they tend to look rather
shabby in their shapeless costumes. It’s pretty bad
when a utilitarian “Mao suit” appears wrinkled and
ill-fitting. Unfortunately for most North Koreans,
clothes made from this chemical disaster are the
only product available. However, Kim Il-sung had
staked his country’s entire economic future on

this stuff, only to discover it wasn’t going to ever
sell in the West, and no one could use it. A few
individuals wound up getting shot over that. Worse
yet was what the regime did about food shortages,
or rather, what they didn't do.

Life for the average North Korean is not very
pleasant. For the few that aren’t in any kind of

eI

gulag?!, the stress of trying to maintain some
semblance of a life must be impossible. Ever since
the North Korean state was formed, it has never
managed to feed itself. In most cases, it never
even came close. Production targets were always
skewed, and everyone lied. Those that got caught
wound up either in a gulag or if they were lucky,
quickly executed. The general population has

been forced to make due with whatever North
Korean scientists can come up with to eat. In

1 Gulag: This is what Soviet Concentration Camps were called.
A Gulag is a state-run slave labour camp where conditions
usually are inhuman at best, genocidal at worst. It’s an
abbreviation for Glavnoye upravleniye ispravityelno-trudovykh
lagerey i koloniy, or in English, Chief Administration of
Corrective Labor Camps and Colonies. The Soviets ran camps
like this from about 1930 until 1955, and most east-bloc nations
ran similar ones until all of the “undesirables” were either dead
or “re-educated’’.



many cases the mechanics of the

human digestive system were poorly
understood and people starved to

death or died in agony after eating

indigestible wood products. Reports

of cannibalism have surfaced from

time to time, although no one here

in the west has the chutzpah to

confirm them. The North Korean

regime has been loathe to ask for

any kind of international aid or

help, even after it was graciously

offered. The Kims are so scared of

exposing their abuses to the rest of

the world, as well as exposing their
long-suffering population to their
“class-enemies” who all seem to

sleep at night with full bellies and

look healthy. So besides what little

supplies trickle in to the “special

administrative districts” which are

somewhat shared with Southern

enterprises, some help filters in from

China. But by and large, most North Koreans do
not get enough food, and infant mortality rates are
shocking. Not to mention, those which are fortunate
enough to survive childhood are permanently
stunted and developmentally challenged due to
poor nutrition. The contrast in height between
northern and southern Koreans is startling and
becoming more pronounced with every successive
generation.

What about any opposition? What opposition?
According to the ministry of information there are
no unhappy people in North Korea. Those who find
it within themselves to complain are usually labeled
as degenerates and their whole family is shipped off
to a gulag for generations. There is only one way

in and one way out of a Korean gulag, in through
the front gate and out through the chimney. If a
prisoner is lucky death comes swiftly, if not the
poor wretch has the misfortune of surviving a long
time. Gulag offenses range from dissention to
looking the wrong way whenever the “dear leader”
is mentioned. If a person displays one of the Kim’s
portraits incorrectly he and his whole family are
sent away. During state staged protests or “popular
movements” if a person does not protest enough or
too much it could mean the gulag. North Koreans
walk a very fine line between “freedom” and total
enslavement. And it's not getting any better either.

Kim Il-sung was bad enough. He was not the
sharpest tool in the shed, and he had this nasty
habit of interfering with things and dispensing
unsolicited advice which he expected action on.
As Kim Sr. grew older and more senile, his first-
born son Kim Jong-Il was slowly gaining influence

and offices. Where Kim Il-sung
was concerned with public opinion
Kim Jong-Il did not. Where Kim
Il-sung was a womanizer and a
bit of a degenerate, his son, Kim
Jong-Il, was even worse. He proved
Mustafa Ataturk’s? observation that
the “sons of great men are usually
degenerates”. Kim Jong-Il, once he
fully assumed power after possibly
knocking his old man off. After
his father died under somewhat
mysterious circumstances, the 5
helicopters carrying the senior Kim'’s
retinue and doctors all crashed on
the way back to Pyongyang, there
were no survivors. Kim wanted
to hear machine guns again. So
the prisons were emptied. He had
a voracious appetite for women,
and discarded them as frequently
as many people change clothes.
Unfortunately for these women, to
be discarded meant a gruesome fate. This could
be as a result of Kim losing his mother fairly
early on; she supposedly died in childbirth, but
there’s a good likelihood that her husband had
her shot when he tired of her. At any rate, anyone
who has had the fortune to survive Kim Jong-
Il's household and survive to tell the tale reports
that his lifestyle was lavish and depraved. At the
height of the famine, Kim had 10 million dollars
in Swiss watches imported into his own personal
collection. He had his barber shot for goofing up his
bouffant hairdo. The man had worked for the Kim
family for 15 years. He sent thousands of people
out into the west with suitcases of cash to buy
up anything his heart desired. This was at a time
when the North Korean government was pleading
poverty. He kidnapped 2 South Korean film stars
in the early 80s and had them make a few films
for him. They were lucky enough to get out alive.
His own personal entourage consisted of toadies
and sycophants. God forbid if he ever tired of one
of them. Most who had fallen out of favour all of a
sudden found themselves cut-off from society as
a whole and eventually starved to death. His own
family was not immune to this treatment either; a
cousin of his fell out of favour and starved to death
as his pleas fell on deaf ears. This is only a small
sampling of what this man did and was capable of
doing. Most of us here in the west could not fathom
this man’s paranoia or his depravity; it just doesn’t
register in a normal human being’s psyche. But
he was as bad as it was said. He died last year,
unloved, but heavily mourned. In fact, if a person

2 Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, 1881-1938, First President of modern
Turkey. The quote comes from an interview he did where he was
asked why he never had any children.
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