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PrESident David Peter 2010-14

I would like to thank everyone who came out to vote at February’s meeting. I would like to
welcome the new executive. There are a few new faces and some returning members.

This is our diamond jubilee year and a major milestone for our club. As a member for 24
years myself, I have had the opportunity to meet a great number of people, and I could call
many of them good friends. I am proud to say that we continue to be a very strong non-profit
organization, especially as we have seen the demise of other clubs in various parts of the
country. This is due to the strong community involvement and volunteerism of the members.

The upcoming show is another sellout, and I hope to see everyone there. Once again, we have
dealers from across Canada, and the feedback we get from them is that this is one of the best
shows in the country. Many people like to come to our show from afar, as it is a dynamic event,
with both social and educational numismatic benefits.

I hope to see you all there.

David

(@ The Next Meeting

Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Royal Alberta Museum, 12845 - 102 Avenue
Meeting Start Time 7:15pm

- ENS society matters

- March 2013 show report

show and tell - finds from made at the March 2013 show
entertainment: video presentation - numismatic related
door prize draw

silent auction

For more information regarding these events, or to add an item to the agenda
please send an email to editor_ens@yahoo.ca
P.O. Box 78057, RPO Callingwood, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, T5T 6A1

Message from the

© The Planchet Jan/Feb 2013

(U'S)



. © The Planchet Jan/Feb 2013

NORTHGATE

STAMP & COIN

EDMONTON, ALBERTA. TSL2K6 WWW.NORTHGATESTAMPANDCOIN.COM

* Gold .

* Silver ":« ;‘,_i,
« USA Coins £ S.'E‘ﬁ o
 World Coins T ‘j i Y

* Canadian Coins
* Colonial Tokens
* Provincial Coins
» World Paper Money
* Canadian Paper Money
* Trade Dollars/Medallions

* Royal Canadian Mint Coins
* Collector Supplies
* Wholesale/Retail
* & MORE!

RoYAL CANADIAN MINT
MONNAIE ROYALE CANADIENNE

OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTOR

Edmonton’s Fastest Growing Coin Shop

Hours of Operation

Monday......ceeeesneeecsnneessnneesanes 10:00 - 6:00
Tuesday. 10:00 - 6:00
Wednesday. 10:00 - 6:00
Thursday........cueeecveeensneeennne 10:00 - 6:00
Friday.....eeneeenencseensenennne 10:00 - 6:00
Saturday.......coeeeneecsnecsneccnnenns 10:00 - 5:00
111111 F: CLOSED

Holidays....cccceeruerruenseecsnecannes CLOSED

10 % OFF

2010/2011 Royal Canadian Mint Coins*

— —

S

AN / ”"‘D\%?\ -
BT IST O\ 25
AN :

¢ NN cents ;0

Valid ENS membership card required

Contact:

Matthew Stzym

conditions apply. Offer does not include select special issue products, bullion, or face value coins. Offer only valid with presentation of a valid ENS membership card. We withhold the right to revoke the offer at any time.

780-424-8511




ENS Monthly Meeting on
January 9, 2013

David Peter, the ENS President,
opened the meeting at 1925 hrs.

Annual memberships are now
due for those who haven’t paid
up yet. There is tremendous
value in the ENS membership,
which comes with an electronic
subscription to “The Planchet”,
as well as refreshments and
snacks at all meetings. All of
this pales in comparison with
the camaraderie of meeting with
fellow numismatists in pursuit of
expanding our knowledge of the
hobby we love.

David reminded everyone that our
next coin show dates are March

2 - 3, 2013. The club has booklets
of pre-sale tickets available for
members to sell to the public.
Each booklet has 11 tickets. The
ticket prices are $3 for a total of
$30 which means that the 11th
ticket is free! Admission tickets
can also be purchased at the door
at a cost of $5. Tickets purchased
are entered in the door prizes
draw which is done at the end of
the coin show. You do not have to
be present to win.

The tables at the show are sold
out, and the packages for the
dealers have all been sent out.

As in the past, the show cannot
succeed without all the hard work
of the volunteers. Marc Bink is the
person to see.

David introduced and welcomed
Margaret and Ron who are visiting
the club.

Marvin Berger and Del Keown
volunteered to be the ENS Audit
Committee.

Election of the ENS Board at the
February 13 monthly meeting.
The ENS Board consists of the

About Your Society

Executive and the Directors. The
Executive positions are those

of President, Vice-President,
Treasurer, Secretary and Editor-
In-Chief. There are 10 Director
positions as well as a Junior
Director under the age of 18.

Terry Cheesman and Wayne
Hansen agreed to be the
Nomination Committee for the
elections of the ENS Board.

ENS nominations commenced.

Howard Gilbey mentioned that
he brought numismatic supplies
items from the late Bud Collins’
home to be taken by those who
would like to make a donation to
Mrs Collins.

The presentation of the evening
“Coin & Medal Slabbing & Third
Party Grading — A Cautionary
Tale!” was given by Pierre
Driessen.

A general announcement was
made that the University of
Alberta Museum was offering an
afternoon conservation course on
Saturday January 19, 2013.

Meeting was adjourned at 21:05
hrs.

ENS Monthly Meeting on
February 13, 2013

David Peter opened the meeting
at 1920 hrs. On track for a sell
out at the March Show

The 2012 Financial Statement was
accepted as presented. !

Presentations

1) “The Response to Rome -
Greek Coinages and the Roman
Conquests of the East: 200-31
BC' " by Terry Cheesman

2) “Incuse Spread Flan Nomoi of
South Italy” * by Wayne Hansen
The meeting was adjourned at

21:12 hrs

ENS Board

2013-14 Executive
David Peter - President
Marc Bink - Vice President
Pierre Driessen - Treasurer
Mitch Goudreau - Secretary-

Roger Grove - Editor-In-Chief
Jamie Horkulak-Past President
Directors
Chris Hale
Greg Wichman
Jeremy Martin
Andy Vanderleest
Howard Gilbey
John Callaghan
Marv Berger
Wayne Hansen
Mirko Dumanovic
Terry Cheesman
Ermin Chow (Junior Director)

Webmaster: Markus Molenda
Librarian: Mitch Goudreau
Show Chair: David Peter
Social Activities:

Pierre Driessen
Facebook: Ermin Chow

Twitter: Roger Grove

PRIVACY POLICY

The Edmonton Numismatic Society (ENS)
does not engage in the sale nor distribution

of personal information to third parties for
commercial purposes. All information collected
is strictly for ENS internal use and purposes,
to permit the ENS Executive and its agents

to communicate with you about ENS related
matters and to provide you with the full
benefits of ENS membership.

THE PLANCHET COPYRIGHT NOTICE

© Copyright 2013. All information herein,
the design, style and format are the property
of the Edmonton Numismatic Society (ENS).
All rights reserved. No part hereof may be
reproduced in any form or medium, electronic
or otherwise, without the express written
consent of the ENS Executive Committee.
Current members of the ENS are entitled to
make one (1) printed copy of this issue and
to store one (1) copy in electronic format as
part of their membership privileges, further
distribution is strictly prohibited.

A complete listing of the meeting minutes can be found at www.edmontoncoinclub.com
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The Hills Are Alive ...

By Marc Bink

t started when I came across a funny old 10 Schilling note from Austria
a while back. The note was printed in more of a “portrait” orientation
as opposed to the more conventional “landscape” orientation that we're
all familiar with. The old wrinkled blue and purple note featured a sad-
looking, rather unattractive peasant woman, who seemed to be genuinely
bummed out at being there on the obverse, and a striking mountain scene
on the reverse. It had a date of May 29* 1945 on it. The war had only
been “legally” over for a couple of weeks when this was issued. I had no
idea that the Austrians were allowed to form a government so quickly after
the war. So this was going to be interesting...

A PENNY’S WORTH

Austrian 10 Schilling note, Austrian National Bank, 29 May 1945 issue. I couldn’t
find a nice image of the Second issue which is similar in colour and style and is only
different because of the words "Zweite Ausgabe” written in red under the date. Good

quality notes are actually hard to find, even though the catalog lists them as being
fairly common and cheap.
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Merano in the South Tyrol, Italy, fairly recently. This would have been a nice place to
run to and hide out. Love the idylic scenery. It almost looks like it could have been
used as the pattern for the 10 Schilling note.

The reverse of this note inspired the title of this
article. One gets this vision of the Family von
Trapp merrily singing their way to freedom from
the mean old Nazis down a lush mountainside. I'm
thinking that they probably didn’t bound down the
mountain singing in real life, because the Swiss
border guards would have probably mistaken
them for wild animals and shot them. By 1945,
however, these same hills were alive again with a
different sound; that of heavy boots and panting
out-of-shape middle-aged men. The latest groups
of people to use this route were all out of tune and
were not as pleasant as the von Trapp children
were or as benign as a landlocked ex-Austrian navy
captain was. In fact they were very dangerous,
desperate men.

Before I get into this, here’s the disclaimer:

I've been trying to avoid doing an article like

this, but I can’t anymore. As most of my readers
are no doubt aware, I happen to be interested in
German history. Yes, I am of German descent.
Being born there I emigrated here at a very young
age. I have to confess that I do have a bit of a
fascination for 20%* century German history with
regard to the Nazi era and its aftermath. It's more
of a “train wreck” sort of thing and certainly not
politically motivated. I have been worried that
writing articles on the topic of the Second World

War and the Germans would make me appear as
an apologist or something, so I never really got
into writing one. One thing I will make very clear;
I do not in any way shape or form subscribe to the
Nazi viewpoints of that era, nor do I make excuses
for it. It happened, and that's it. When I was a
kid, all I ever wanted to do when this started for
me was to find out what had happened back then
and try to figure out why being of German descent
was so reviled in this country. The only reason
why it became a bit of an obsession was because
my family would never talk about it, and to this
day still won't. After all the books I've read on the
topic, I can’t say I blame them.

Recently there have been a lot of books published
about the immediate-post-war period in Europe.
This extends from May 7% 1945 until about

1950, depending on which country one looks

at. So it does fall into the “living memory”
category, because there are still people around
who remember it and lived through it. For most
Europeans, this was not a good time; in fact,

it was in many cases worse than the war itself.
There was a saying floating around Germany at
the time, “enjoy the war while it lasts, because the
peace will be absolutely terrible”, the reason being
is that most people in the country knew the war
was lost, and they had an inkling of what was in
store for them. For most Germans and Austrians,

HLYOM SAANNAd V
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Face of Austrian 100 Schilling note, Austrian National Bank, 29 May 1945 issue.

life for 5 years between 1945 and 1950 was a
living hell. This is when their living standard more
or less plummeted to the same level of suffering
they had inflicted on the rest of Europe during the
war. But there was a certain group of individuals
who decided fairly early on that they wouldn’t be
staying in Europe. In fact, they had an open offer
to immigrate to Argentina. The only problem was
getting out of Europe right under the noses of the
Allied armies who were starting to look for them.
It took some doing, but a lot of very unsavory
characters did make it. This is a story about how it
was done and what kind of money they would have
used.

Everyone in a modern society needs money. The
days of bartering off a cow or two for some dry
goods went by the wayside starting with Britain
and the onset of the Industrial Revolution in the
late 18™ century. By the late 19 century, most

of continental Europe had caught up to Britain’s
lead and were in fact surpassing it. So by this
point in time, most European societies were “cash-
driven”, meaning that in order to procure anything,
a person needed some form of money or credit.
So what happens when the fabric of society and
banking breaks down, and the government that
was paying you ceases to exist?

As usual, the background first...

Everyone assumes that the Second World War

in Europe ended on May 7% 1945. That may be
true for the history books. That date is when the
German army finally had had enough and threw
in the towel. However, the reality was something
else. Isolated pockets of Germans trying to move

westward were still shooting at Russians and
Yugoslavs until about 2 or 3 weeks later. Partisan
actions in Yugoslavia, Italy, the Baltic States

and Greece were still taking lives and would for

a number of years to come. The German army
was well aware of what the Soviets could do to
them, so the idea was to get as far west as they
could before surrendering their weapons. Their
problem was that the western Allies still trusted
the Soviets. They honestly and naively believed
that the Russians would play nicely, take care of
their prisoners and repatriate their citizens who
were liberated from German concentration camps
or work camps with open arms. So lots of German
army soldiers and refugees were actually turned
back to a very uncertain fate at the zonal borders.
No one in any western army had any idea of what
would happen to these people. They also had no
idea of what to do with them, once they captured
them or liberated the camps. However, many
Germans did, and a lot of the foreign forced labour
that the Germans seized knew exactly what was
in store for them if they went east. There were
masses of people wandering around aimlessly,
some looking for the way back home and others
doing everything they could to avoid heading back
to a possibly even more repressive situation than
what the Nazis had put them in. When the new
governments of Poland and Czechoslovakia started
driving ethnic German speaking people from

their newly liberated territories in the summer of
1945, the population of the western zones almost
doubled. War criminals were able to blend into this
mass of mobile humanity very easily at first. Most
took advantage of the confusion and bolted as
soon as they could.



Back of Austrian 100 Schilling note, Austrian National Bank, 29 May 1945 issue.

But it revolves around the fact that money was
needed to make all of this happen, and generally,
the figure bandied about was in the order of about
10,000 Schilling to start, with the costs for new

or forged paperwork amounting to in excess of
around 50,000 Schilling, depending upon the
impression you made with the people helping you.
The trip in itself was probably less than 100 miles
from Munich, and a lot of it was covered on foot

in the dark or in bad weather, when patrols were
less likely to be about. If one had access to a lot of
money, and could bribe what passed for credible
Italian border police, the cost could reach hundreds
of thousands of Schilling. How many did it this way
is unknown; it’s still not in anyone’s interests to
talk. But I can think of at least one man who would
have had the means to grease a lot of wheels that
were probably paid off enough to keep quiet well
into this generation. How Martin Bormann might
have gotten out is still a mystery and is still up for
serious debate. Some historians contend he never
left, died and was buried in Berlin. But there’s new
forensic evidence that might change everything.
More about this below. But he certainly had the
means at his disposal to buy a first-class ticket

out and a fool-proof identity as well, so it isn't a
stretch that he might have made it.

Now one may not assume that 10,000 Schilling
is a lot of money, because it probably worked

out to about US $400.00. But in a country where
there was nothing of any value left, it was a huge
amount of money. Now take into consideration
that the average salary in those days was about
200 Schilling a month, and pretty soon, one can
appreciate how expensive things got, especially
for some down-on-their-heels Nazis who weren’t

farsighted enough to steal or save something for a
rainy day. And woe to the poor unemployable ex-
German government official who had socked his
entire fortune away in Reichsmark; in order to fend
off starvation, he’d be better off trading the lot

for a few packs of American cigarettes. Before the
German currency reform of 1948 stabilized things,
about the only real money maker in either country
was the black market. Even then, at black market
prices, a person would have to save a month to
buy a kilo of sugar, but a pack of Luckies would go
very far.

The Austrians got their new republic going as soon
as the last Wehrmacht soldier was convinced to
stop shooting sometime in early April of 1945. By
May, this same Wehrmacht soldier had probably
taken to his heels and was likely in the South Tyrol
looking for an exit permit to Argentina.

The Soviets had permitted a new “National
Government” to form in their zone of Austria
before the rest of the Allies got there. They
decided to jockey some of their people in
prominent ministries in an attempt to eventually
take over, like they were in the process of doing
in the rest of Eastern Europe. It also didn’t hurt
that they controlled all of Vienna and had a fair
bit of control over the food distribution. The first
republican governments featured Communists
in prominent ministries, like the Ministry of the
Interior and the Information Ministry. This was
typical, and in other countries, like Poland and
Czechoslovakia, it was all the Soviets usually
needed to seize power and install a Communist
state. As far as Austria was concerned, Stalin

at first told his people to back off a bit and let a

HLYOM SAANNAd V
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republic establish along lines that would keep the
West happy. He could have installed his candidate
in power, considering the Western Allies hadn't
even fully shown up yet, but he chose not to. This
was a very lucky thing for Austria. The rest of

the Allies looked upon this new government with
a lot of skepticism and in the case of the British,

refused to recognize it. It wasn’t until after another

national election occurred that the West fully
recognized the new government. The Soviets were
very displeased at the outcome of this election,
because a lot of their key people were legally

and democratically removed from office, and the
Communists overall took a beating at the polls.
They had no idea why anyone would forgo the joys
of a “people’s paradise” for the evils of capitalism
and just could not understand why they lost so
badly. Stalin told his people to wait and bide their
time; there would always be another opportunity
to shoot people.

By April 1945, the German Reichsmark used in
circulation in Austria was pretty much worthless.
There were too many of them issued and no goods
to buy. Some Soviet soldiers liberated banks and
used high denomination Reichsmark notes to
“pay” for the watches they stole and the women
they violated, rendering the currency even more
worthless and unwanted. The Reichsmark’s decline
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in real value had started during the war. Once

the bombing began in earnest in 1943, the public
withdrew their life-savings to cash, and the last
vestiges of governmental currency control were
abandoned. Since Austria had been “joined” with
Germany since 1938, the same thing applied to

it as well. The Austrians made the big mistake of
actually pegging the value of their new currency

to the Reichsmark and by doing so, rendered it
worthless before it was issued. But they had to
start somewhere. Austrian officials had no idea just
how many Reichsmark there were still “out there”,
but they soon found out, when the supply of their
new paper didn’t even dent what was required

to be paid out. There were an awful lot of people
trying to cash in their Reichsmark for anything of
value, before the bottom really fell out, as it had in
Germany proper.

The new currency issued by the Austrians was
more or less a re-dated version of the 1938 issue.
The initial exchange rate was 1 to 1 with the old
Reichsmark. With these new notes, the Austrian
government was able to arrest the inflation spiral
somewhat, the new currency wasn't losing value
as fast as the German Reichsmark was, but it
wasn’t possible to completely stop it. The Schilling
dropped in value. Allied issued notes also arrived
on the scene. As with the arrangement the Allies
made for Germany, some notes were printed in
the US, and others were printed in the Soviet
Union. This didn’t help things, as the Soviets
flooded the market with increasingly worthless
notes. So in 1947, the Austrian government made
a “second issue” of the same banknotes and
re-evaluated the currency. The “new Schilling”
would be worth 3 Allied “"Occupation- Schilling”
or 3 old-issue Schilling. This worked for another
year. Pretty soon both first and second issue
notes became worthless, and a completely new
issue was made. The new issue also looked new
and wasn’t a continuation of the pre-war notes.
With the new issue came some pretty stringent
currency laws designed to halt the inflationary
free-fall that had plagued the older set. The
Austrians also in this period of time managed to
further stabilize the economy and consolidate
their government in all areas of the country. The
inflation slowed down and started to stabilize.
Everyone was pretty much poor, and there was no
real industry left. If the Germans hadn't taken it
during the war, the Allies bombed it to bits, or the
Russians sent it east afterwards.

The Hills Come Alive Again...
By this point in time, there were a lot of

people who had been associated with the Nazi
government or some facet of German rule that



were on the run. A lot of these people were
ex-SS or SD and deeply involved in the
Holocaust with warrants for their immediate
arrest outstanding. Others were not criminal in
any way. They were either “hangers-on” who
participated to some degree in the running or
propaganda of the Third Reich, or scientists
who were fully aware that they would probably
never be allowed to work again in Germany.
The popular place for the crossing out of

Allied occupied Europe is in the area of the
Brenner Pass between Austrian North Tyrol

Ancients - Coins - Exonumia -Paper Money
Increase your knowledge of
numismatics by subscribing to ‘
The Planchet. 10 electronic full- D.OA
colour issues a year for ONLY $15. Tabora Thalers

Includes membership in ‘Western Canada’s largest and

most dynamic club’ the Edmonton Numismatic Society.

For free sample visit
www.edmontoncoinclub.com
or scan this QR code.
2012 ANA #1 Club Publication
2011 ANA #2 Club Publication
2010 RCNA #1 Club Publication

and Italian South Tyrol. The fleeing Nazis used
the fact that the South Tyrol was essentially

still German in its ethnicity and still “favored” the
German cause. Once in Italy, these fugitives could
breathe a little easier, as there was no one actively
looking for them there.

So what was with the Allies? Where were they in
all this escapist mess? The French were nominally

most new governments were not equipped to deal
with refugees or even feed them. It issued travel
documents that allowed the bearer to emigrate
elsewhere. The only catch was that the bearer of
these new documents had to have “pre-approval”
to immigrate to a specific country. This meant that
a lot of Nazis were shopping themselves around to
sympathetic governments with the help of some

in control of this area of Austria, but they had huge clergy and other like-minded individuals. The

problems of their own and were more predisposed
to view the Austrians as victims of Nazism as
opposed to being perpetrators. As such, they left
a lot of things unstaffed and didn’t monitor border
crossings as well as they should have. This allowed
some local Nazis to make some extra Schilling
escorting their fleeing compatriots across the

pass on foot and into the waiting arms of some
sympathetic South Tyrolean clergy who were then
able to smooth their passage through to Genoa.

In the meantime, a lot of these wanted men hid
out in monasteries and churches, sometimes right
in the open under their own names. For the most
part though, the German fugitives generally kept a
very low profile while still in Europe. The last thing
any one of them wanted to do was wind up in a
situation that would get them deported back into
Germany, where the Allies were beginning to go
through the mountain of potentially incriminating
documents they’d discovered. What they needed
the most was “transparent” documentation, which
would allow them to leave Europe bound for South
America.

Because of the fact that there were huge amounts
of stateless people wandering around looking

for new places to settle or just to get home, old
documentation meant nothing. In many cases,
the issuing state had ceased to exist and its
records burned or in some other government'’s
possession. The large amount of displaced German
speaking civilians streaming in from Poland and
Czechoslovakia allowed a lot of Nazis to escape
the prison camps and blend in with the refugees.
It also gave them a viable excuse for not having
any identification or paperwork. The Red Cross
came up with a novel solution for this problem, as

system was open to abuse, which was not initially
counted on or ever really rectified, and as such, a
lot of very nasty people managed to escape right
in the line of sight of the very people who were
looking for them. Even more ironic is the fact that
in many of these refugee “safe-houses”, the Nazis
were on the upper floors, and Jews who were
looking to escape to Palestine were on the lower
floors. It boggles the mind to think that the abused
and their tormentors were in many cases sharing
the same house totally unbeknownst to each other.

A lot of South American countries had no problems
taking fleeing Nazis. In fact, they were welcomed
and protected in Argentina and Paraguay. For a
while, even Brazil sheltered a few of them, before
things got too “hot”. This documentation was
purchased with Austrian Schilling or Italian Lire;
no Reichsmarks were ever accepted. For a small
donation to the church or to the right people, one
could easily obtain a “clean” Red Cross issued
document that would allow travel from an Italian
port to South America. Once there, the bearer
could translate those same documents into an
identity and blend into the countryside. That’s how
Adolf Eichmann! became Ricardo Klement. He was
listed on his Red Cross passport as being born in
the South Tyrol of a German-speaking mother.

No father was mentioned, or needed to be. Since
Eichmann actually came from Austria, his accent

1 Adolf Eichmann, 1906-62, SS Obersturmbannfuehrer in
charge of implementing the “Final Solution”. Although he

never murdered one person himself, Eichmann made sure the
trains to the death camps ran on time and were full. Eichmann
escaped to Argentina in 1950 and brought his family over in
1952. He worked as a mechanic for Mercedes-Benz in Buenos
Aires. He was kidnapped by the Israeli Mossad and stood trial in
Israel on genocide charges. Convicted and sentenced to death,
Eichmann was hanged in an Israeli prison in 1962.

HILYOM SAANNAd V
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wasn’t even suspect.
He was able to use
this same identity
in Argentina and
procure documents
for his family, once
the Allies left them
alone. The amazing
thing was he hadn't
seen them for a few
years and somehow
managed to stay in
touch with them. He
had worked upon
escaping a prison
camp as a farm
labourer, and it had
taken him a few
years to save up
the right amount of
money to escape.
The same went

for Josef Mengele?
and a few others.
Franz Stangl?,

the concentration
camp commandant
of Treblinka, was
actually very

upset that the new
documents were not
in his correct name.
He started to put
up a fuss but was
immediately hushed
up by the bishop
who got his papers
for him. Nobody said
extermination camp
commanders were
very bright. But he
too, got out.
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This “rat line” ran
until about 1952.

2 Josef Mengele, 1911-79, PhD in Anthropology, camp doctor at
Auschwitz concentration camp. Known as the “Angel of Death”,
Mengele made sure he was on the platform at every train,

and he picked who lived and who didn’t. He was particularly
notorious for his experiments on twins. Escaping to Argentina

in 1948, he lived there, until Eichmann was captured. He was
on the run from 1962 until his own death on a beach in Brazil in
1979. Buried in Paraguay, a post-mortem DNA analysis con-
firmed his remains and that he was indeed dead.

3 Franz Stangl, 1908-1971, ex-Austrian police officer who
gravitated into the T-4 euthanasia program before the war and
eventually wound up running both the Treblinka and Sobibor
extermination camps. Stangl wasn’t too bright, and he had

no conscience. He lived in Styria in the open until 1951, when
he immigrated to Brazil. Extradited to Germany in 1967, he
was placed on trial and convicted of mass-murder in 1970. He
received a life sentence, but it wasn't for long, as he died in a
German prison in 1971.

After this date, it became legal for Germans to
emigrate again. Most of the worst Nazis were

out by then, and the church had quietly retired
the pro-Nazi bishop and a few others in question
and proceeded to hush things up. The Red Cross
never wanted to be complicit in this sort of a
thing, when it negotiated the initial agreements
for their transit passes, so it hushed things up too.
The Swiss had the money angle to hide; not only
did they have the secret accounts of thousands

of murdered Jews that they were sitting on, they
also had catered to some Nazis who had seen the
writing on the wall and socked some real money
away before things went wrong. These Swiss
banks were very motivated to keep prying eyes
away from their accounts. The Nazis just needed
proof of ID to access their accounts, but the poor
Jewish survivors needed death certificates to
access their family heirlooms. Unfortunately for
them, the SS never issued any death certificates
in the camps. So thousands of Jewish accounts
were allowed to go dormant or were funneled into
“other things”. However, the feeling that the SS
or a group of ex-Nazis set up and ran a secret
organization to funnel people out and possibly
revive the Reich has never really gone away.
Fiction writers love the angle. Frederick Forsythe’s
“The Odessa File” comes to mind. For years, a lot
of people thought he had an “in” somewhere and
was writing about something that was very close
to the truth. “Odessa” was supposed to stand for
“QOrganisation der ehemaligen SS-Angehoérigen”
or “Organization of the Former SS Members”. The
truth is that they were never that well organized,
and Odessa existed more as a drinking fraternity
than a cabal of power-hungry wing-nuts looking to
resurrect Nazism. The West German government
had a sort of unspoken agreement with these
people, which was to “live and let live”, as long as
no one made any real noise. On both sides of the
wall, ex-Nazis pretty much landed on their feet and
did pretty well, as long as they subscribed to the
politics of their new masters and stayed quiet. In
this way, a large number of them avoided any type
of detection or justice. In fact, one of the reasons
the West Germans were loathe to prosecute
Eichmann themselves was because the head of
the Chancellery, Hans Globke, could have found
himself under indictment for helping compose the
Nuremburg Laws of 1935 that started Eichmann
on his way. It's now believed that the German
government knew exactly where Eichmann and a
few others were but opted to keep quiet about it
for fear of embarrassment.

Composed of social democrats, the Austrian
government also never wanted to be complicit in
this sort of thing either, but there was nothing it
could have done about it at the time. The Austrians



