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Ikea? No, Achaea

A couple of pennies from a little known
place in a well known country during an
unappreciated period of time.

by Marc Bink

Ancient/Medieval

The Genius of the Roman
People

A coin of Constantine I commemorating
Constantinople.

by Terence Cheesman

Amid the Ruins
A Story is Worth a Thousand
Words

A good story can help the collector and the
prospective buyer better appreciate an ancient
coin.

by Wayne Hansen

An Overview to Collecting
Early American Copper
Coinage

The author takes a look at copper coinage

of the United States and collecting techniques
for them.

by Ermin Chow




PrESident David Peter 2010-14

Merry Christmas to all and a Happy New Year.

It's been a very exciting year for the ENS and numismatics in Canada. We celebrated our
diamond jubilee and had two successful shows. I was pleased to host this year’s BBQ, and we
had a great turnout with excellent weather.

Canada currency saw the first train banknote since 1912. The birth of the royal baby brought
some new collectors into the hobby with the introduction of commemorative silver coins.
Superman coins bridged the gap between numismatics and comic book collectors. And the
biggest of them all was the official end of paper banknotes combined with the end of the
Canadian penny for circulation.

With the new year comes change. Hopefully, 2014 should be another exciting year, and I hope
to see you all at the next meeting.

David

ENS President

(@ The Next Meeting

Wednesday, December 11, 2013 Y

Royal Alberta Museum, 12845 - 102 Avenue
Meeting Start Time 7:15pm

- ENS society matters
- 2014 director and executive nomination and election update
- show and tell
- awarding of the Volunteer Awards for 2013
- draw and awarding of the GO FOR THE GOLD full gold sovereigns
- ENS Annual Charity Auction for 2013
- this year’s charity to be voted upon by members present
- draw for the tax receipt open to all members who submit item(s) to
the auction
- coffee, pop and cookies
- door prize draws
- Christmas and New Year’s wish from your society’s president

For more information regarding these events, or to add an item to the agenda
please send an email to editor_ens@yahoo.ca

Message from the
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NORTHGATE
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Edmonton’s Fastest Growing Coin Shop

* Gold L2+ .

« Silver v, N Hours of Operation

e USA Coins J{ S.:' . .: ., J.;_‘l:.- " Monday ................................... 10:00 - 6:00

: s Tuesday. 10:00 - 6:00

* World Coins R"‘"‘j -F Wednesday. 10:00 - 6:00

* Canadian Coins { Thursday.......ceeeeeererenensnsnnes 10:00 - 6:00

. . t - Friday....ccoeeeccsecsnccsensnecnnnes 10:00 - 6:00
Colonial Tokens SAULAAY.cvvveeeesesnnnnessssssssssssnnne 10:00 - 5:00

* Provincial Coins _ SUNAAY.eeeeererrennrsccssssssmsssssenee CLOSED

° World Paper Money ' - - = — Holldays .................................. CLOSED

* Canadian Paper Money e e e mm e e e e - —— -

SPECIAL OFFER TO ENS MEMBERS !

10 % OFF

2010/2011 Royal Canadian Mint Coins*
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By Mitch Goudreau
ENS Secretary

Minutes from ENS Monthly
Meeting on Oct 9, 2013

1) David Peter the ENS
President opened the meeting
at 1917 hrs.

David welcomed everyone
and briefly spoke about the
upcoming November coin
show. He mentioned that
the sign-up sheet was being
passed for volunteers.

2) The issue of striking a
commemorative token or
trade dollar for the ENS 60%"
Anniversary was discussed as
it will be very expensive to
do. It was suggested that the
club purchase windbreakers
for all members instead.

- Jim Kindrake made a
motion that the Executive
Committee decide on the
quantity of sizes to be
ordered. Bob Eriksson
seconded and the motion
passed.

- Marc Bink made a motion
to have a vote on whether
or not we should purchase
them quickly or wait until the
March 2014 show.

- Jim Kindrake then made a
motion to amend his previous
motion to get size samples to
try before placing the order.
Marc Bink seconded and the
motion passed.

Pierre stated that he would
look into getting samples
to try at the November ENS
Monthly Meeting.

About Your Society

3) On a sad note the recent
death of Jim Charlton at the
age of 102 was noted.

Dan Gosling then gave a
short talk on the importance
of Jim Charlton to Canadian
numismatics and his many
accomplishments.

4) Jim Kindrake gave a very
informative presentation

on 20t Century Nepalese
Coinage or “The Revenge of
the Rana’s” as he likes to call
it. Not only is the numbering
system very complex but
Nepal also changed the
dating system around 1925
and then they adopted a
decimal monetary system in
1932.

5) Show & Tell

- 1309-1310 Edward II
English Penny from the
London Mint. The 5% Strike of
the Series.

- 2 French Crusade Deniers
struck in Greece

- 3 & 5 Cent US Banknotes
from 1864

- 1759 V4 Guilder from the
Province of Holland

- Porcelain Coin Notgeld from
1920's Germany

- An early Alberta Prosperity
Certificate with Serial #
1102. The lowest serial # is
1001.

Conclusion

Door prizes were drawn and
the meeting was adjourned at
2110 hrs.

N
2

ENS Board

2013-14 Executive
David Peter - President
Marc Bink - Vice President
Pierre Driessen - Treasurer
Mitch Goudreau - Secretary-

Roger Grove - Editor-In-Chief
Jamie Horkulak-Past President
Directors
Chris Hale
Greg Wichman
Jeremy Martin
Andy Vanderleest
Howard Gilbey
John Callaghan
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Wayne Hansen
Mirko Dumanovic
Terry Cheesman
Ermin Chow

Webmaster: Markus Molenda
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Twitter: Roger Grove

PRIVACY POLICY

The Edmonton Numismatic Society (ENS)
does not engage in the sale nor distribution

of personal information to third parties for
commercial purposes. All information collected
is strictly for ENS internal use and purposes,
to permit the ENS Executive and its agents

to communicate with you about ENS related
matters and to provide you with the full
benefits of ENS membership.

THE PLANCHET COPYRIGHT NOTICE

© Copyright 2013. All information herein,
the design, style and format are the property
of the Edmonton Numismatic Society (ENS).
All rights reserved. No part hereof may be
reproduced in any form or medium, electronic
or otherwise, without the express written
consent of the ENS Executive Committee.
Current members of the ENS are entitled to
make one (1) printed copy of this issue and
to store one (1) copy in electronic format as
part of their membership privileges, further

distribution is strictly prohibited.

(U © The Planchet December 2013



A PENNY’S WORTH

(@) © The Planchet December 2013

Ikea? No, Achaea

By Marc Bink

he other day, I was at my favorite local coin shop where I acquired a

couple of old medieval looking pennies that I thought could be French.
They looked like they were made sometime between the 13t and 14
centuries, so that piqued my interest up. They had all the right highlights;
they had a cross and a crown on it, and the legends were the usual cryptic
looking medieval gothic font that is illegible to most except for maybe a
monk-scribe bombed on mead in some obscure abbey somewhere. The
archeology was going to be fun, considering I don’t own any French coins

from the early 13t century.

As it went, I wasn't permitted to do the
archeology; the coins weren’t for sale until it had
been determined exactly what it was they were.
Even though I was prepared to make an offer

on the spot and take my chances with them, the
answer still ended up being “no”. I wasn't too

happy about it at first, but then again, I kind of
knew time and the laws of supply and demand
would be on my side, simply because there aren’t
that many people who are prepared to shell out
money for a pair of un-researched medieval coins.
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Conquest of Constantinople by the Crusaders in 1204.

o

A week or so later, the coins are identified, and it
comes time to make a deal. So far the dealer has
the initial purchase price plus the cost of paying
someone to identify them into these coins. So they
could end up costing far more than they are worth.
Especially, considering they come from an obscure
place and from a not necessarily important time
period, I made a deal primarily because they had
me intrigued, not because they were pretty. They
are actually kind of crude and not that visually
appealing. I guess I was the only guy making

an offer to buy these things, because I wound up
getting a pretty good deal on them, after I got an
English penny thrown in on the deal. I knew that

it was misattributed and figured it was going to be
worth the risk. It turns out I was right, so everyone
was happy in the end.

So imagine this: two sentries meet up about eight
hundred years ago in the rain at the corner of an
old abandoned marketplace in what used to be

a city called Sparta. It was from this point the
“the 300” embarked to their destiny. A multitude
of campaigns against Athens were hatched here.
Young men were harshly driven to stealthily pinch
goods in the marketplace to survive. All of this is
part of their training. Here, the greatest warriors
Ancient Greece had ever created were trained.
And now, there is just silence, as the two sentries
approach in amongst all the ghosts of the past.
Nothing is unusual until you hear them speak -
and realize that they are speaking French! What
were Frenchmen doing here?

The answer to that begins about a hundred years
earlier with the 4t Crusade. This was a crusade
that Christendom has had cause to regret since

it happened. In a nutshell, a group of French and
Holy Roman knights were enroute to liberate the
“Promised Land” from the Infidel (again), and
instead, they were diverted, sacked Constantinople
and essentially ruined the Byzantine Empire. It

all started when the Third Crusade ended badly.
Frederick of Barbarossa had died, his army had
fallen apart, Richard of England was also dead, and
Philip of France had decided enough was enough
and went home. Saladin was winning, even though
he actually was losing too.

So another army was hastily called up by the
inappropriately named Pope Innocent III to go and
get the job done. This army consisted mainly of
French mercenaries who weren’t currently engaged
with the British. These crusaders were usually the
second and third sons of knights who weren't direct
heirs. Their unfortunate lot in life was to either
marry into a good family, take over an inheritance,
or take to the colours and go off and either liberate
the Holy Land and steal as much as they could or
die trying. As can be imagined, the carnage was
pretty heavy. Those that made it were generally
pretty desperate men with nothing to lose and

a writ to kill issued from Christ’s own disciple on
earth. It didn't get much better than that.

This new army was supposed to head right onto
Cairo, instead it made it as far as Venice for

HLYOM SAANNAd V
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Alexios III Angelos

the winter of 1201. There was a problem; the
Venetians had been promised 85,000 silver marks
to convey this rag-tag army to Cairo, but only
14,000 guys showed up, not the 20-30,000 that
were expected. This smaller group was obligated
to honour the deal, but all they could come up
with was 35,000 silver marks, and that left them
in abject poverty - in other words, destitute with
nothing to lose. This was not a pleasant situation
to have within city walls; something clearly had
to be done. Negotiations went on throughout the
summer of 1202, and even the Pope got involved
again. But still no one would pay the bill. Finally,
the Venetians hit on an equitable solution; they'd
use this army to knock some sense into the
Byzantine Empire. The pope eventually acquiesced
but had his reservations. He was, after all,
condoning war against other Christians, and that
just smacked of being wrong, considering the
recent events in the Holy Land with the Ayyubids
in Cairo. He should have listened to his gut.

The Byzantine Empire by that point in time was the
height of civilization. It was over 800 years old and
still had a lot of Roman buildings and institutions

in place. Having taken diplomacy to a high art
form, the Byzantines understood things in ways
that their European cousins couldn’t or didn’t have
time for. And, as was typical of the era, that which
was not understood was consighed to destruction
in the name of Christ. So before they realized it,

the Byzantine Emperor Alexios III Angelos was on
borrowed time. All that was needed was the spark
which would set the whole thing off.

It wasn’t long in coming. It occurred when the
Emperor’s cousin contacted the Christian army
with an offer that couldn’t be refused in the hopes
that he might depose the Emperor. He offered the
impoverished Crusaders 200,000 silver marks,

the services of the Byzantine navy and a number
of siege engines, if only the army would divert

to Constantinople, the capital of Byzantium.
Surprise of surprises, the Crusaders agreed, and
even though the Doge of Venice should have
known better (he was once an ambassador to
Constantinople and knew of their duplicity), he was
an enthusiastic supporter and permitted the army
to set off. It arrived at the gates of Constantinople
in October of 1202.

Constantinople was one of the largest cities in the
world at the time. It had never been successfully
taken either. It had withstood Muslim onslaughts a
number of times, as every Sultan or despot from
anywhere in the Arab world who had attempted

to move north into Europe had to go through
Byzantium first. Initially this Christian army wasn't
taken seriously. But by this point in time, the
Byzantine Empire was in decay, having relied on
economics and diplomacy and not a standing army.
The defenses weren’t adequately prepared, and
the Europeans were just a little better at the art of
war than the Byzantines gave them credit for. In
July of 1203, a siege was begun. Later that year,
Alexios III Angelos had fled, leaving nothing but

a bare treasury, and his cousin, now crowned as
Alexios IV Angelos, discovered that there was no
way to honour his side of the bargain and began to
melt down priceless Roman artifacts in an attempt
to raise enough silver to pay the Crusaders. And
then the unthinkable; Alexios IV was overthrown
and strangled, and this just set the Venetians off.
The murderous rampage had begun. For three
days, Constantinople was sacked, and nothing
was left unturned. Libraries were destroyed,
ancient Roman works were demolished and lost,
and what wasn’t destroyed was stolen. This was
the high-water mark of the Fourth Crusade. After
this, about a tenth of those who had set out from
Flanders a few years earlier had actually arrived in
the Holy Land. And then, when they were there,
they were largely ineffective. A great many of
these Flanders crusaders elected to remain in
Byzantium as occupiers. They set up what was
referred to as a “Latin Empire” throughout the
Balkan Peninsula in what is now Macedonia and
Greece as well as in what is now modern Turkey.

This new Latin Empire was at first reviled by Rome,

www.unwelcomeguests.net http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Alexius4.jpg



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaea_(ancient_region)

but eventually, the Pope came
around and acquiesced to it. He
soon saw the riches of Byzantium
pour into his coffers. All of a
sudden, he was on board with the
idea and ennobled it. The problem
was, this new Latin Empire was
constantly at war, if not with the
Seljuk Sultanate, then the Greeks
themselves or the remnants of the
Byzantine Empire. A rising new
group in the area, also based in
Cairo at the time, decided to bide
its time and let the locals take on
the French and Italian occupiers
and slaughter each other in fine
medieval tradition. They'd come

in later and pick up the spoils,
once everyone else had exhausted
themselves. They didn’t know that
they would have to wait close to 200
years, but it was worth it. This new
group was the Ottomans, and they
would become the true benefactors
of the Fourth Crusade, having the
French to thank for doing what was previously
thought to be impossible - take out Byzantium. In
the meantime, the French thought that they had it
made; they’d finally be able to set up a sphere of
operations in this area of the Mediterranean. One
of these new French states was that of Achaea,
which is where my two coins came from.

One of the end results of this was the final
“schism” between the two major forms of
Christianity during that time. The Orthodox
Church, based in Constantinople, had never
forgiven the Roman Catholics of Rome for what
they’'d done. The Catholics, through the French,
had succeeded in destabilizing the whole of the
Balkans, allowing the Ottoman Turks into the heart
of Europe. The Orthodox Christians were the first
bastion of defense against the marauding armies
of Islam. By taking them out, the French had
more or less set the stage of European history
for the next 400 or so years - constant conflict
and war, until the Ottomans were finally stopped
at the gates of Vienna and slowly driven through
the Balkans back to Turkey. The Catholic Popes
only realized what had happened after it was
much too late. By that time they were complicit
in the thieving and motivated by greed. Some
things never change, it seems; the larger the
institution the greedier and shadier it becomes.
As is also the case with most large institutions,
apologies or taking credit for mistakes also moves
at a glacial pace. It took 800 years, but Pope
John Paul II finally apologized to the Patriarch of
Constantinople, Bartholomew I, in 2004. By then

ROSS CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Call Today To Book Your Appointment

Massage Therapy
Acupuncture
Infra-Red Sauna

Walk - Ins Welcome

Gift Certificates
Available

Package Deals
& Promotions
L .
Available

DR. CAROLE E. ROSS
MAVIS RICHARDS, RMT
LILY REN, AC., RMT

Alberta
College and
Association of
‘ CHIROPRACTORS
MEMBER

FOR MORE [INFO:

10153 - 122 STREET
EDMONTON, AB TSN 1L7
TEL: (780) 448-5388

of course, the damage had been done; millions
of lives had been needlessly squandered, and
our history today might have been very different
had the Doge of Venice forgiven the debt, and if
Pope Innocent III had stuck to his guns and not
permitted the raid on Constantinople to go forth.

So what about this new “Latin Empire” that was
created by a bunch of dispossessed third-rate
knights of Flanders’ lesser nobility?

Achaea was formed or “founded” in 1205 by two
Frenchmen, William of Champlitte and Geoffrey

I of Villehardouin. The conquest took about five
years before the two Frenchmen and their small
troop were in firm control. William left for France in
1209, leaving Geoffrey of Villehardouin in charge.
The Villehardouins would rule for the next 100
years, and then, the principality became property
of some lesser Italian nobility who fought over

it until it was eventually reabsorbed into the
Byzantine Empire in 1432, which would in turn be
absorbed by the Ottomans in 1453.

Achaea is located in what is now referred to as the
Peloponnesian Peninsula. The capital was located
at Andravida, and eventually, it was moved to
Mystras in 1250. Ethnically, the people there are
Greek and part of the Greek Orthodox Church. The
French tried to popularize their own culture with
the locals but eventually, failed and were always
viewed as an occupying army. Economically, the
lands were rich with dates, raisins, wine, honey
and oils. Silk and wax were also made there. To
the north, lay the Despotate of Epirus, and to the

HILYOM SAANNAd V
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1 Denier of William of Villehardouin of Achaea, dated between 1245-1278

east lay Attica and Athens. Surrounded almost
entirely by water, this area of Greece was an
important link in the trade routes to the east and
the south. Apparently the wine was really good
too - but there’s no word whether the French set
up any resorts there. Considering the day and age,
probably not.

The Villehardouins were from an area in northern
France about 30 km northeast of Troyes in

the Champagne-Ardenne area. There was a
castle there, and the surrounding area used to
actually be called Villehardouin until this past
century, when it was absorbed into Val d’Auzon in
1972. Considering that the First World War was
essentially fought on those lands, there probably
isn’t too much left of the Villehardouin home
property. Evidently, back in the 13™ century,
there wasn’t much to go back to, because the
Villehardouin family more or less stayed in the
Latin Empire of Greece until they died out.

Geoffrey I was the first of them and a pretty nasty
piece of work in his own right. As stated above, he
and William of Champitte had managed to wrestle
control of the area with 100 knights and 500 foot-
soldiers. He clobbered the Greeks at the Battle of
the Olive Grove of Koundouros. A few remaining
forts held out until 1213, but afterward, he was
firmly in control. William of Champitte went back
to France in 1209 to claim his inheritance, but he
never made it; he conveniently expired en route
leaving the whole thing to Geoffrey. Geoffrey died
in 1219 and was succeeded by his son Geoffrey II,
who was in turn succeeded by yet another of the
first Geoffrey’s sons, William II in 1245.

During the reign of William II of Villehardouin,

the principality had hit its peak and soon was
starting to slide. It was inevitable. William II

was a bit of a troubadour and a poet, and he
flourished in the culture at the time and set the
standard for his principality. He had his own mint,
and the principality had a unique spoken form of
French which was reflected in the literature that
emanated from there. He moved the capital of
Achaea to a newly built fortress called Mistra which
happened to be located near were ancient Sparta
was located. One wonders if this was coincidental;
and given William’s love of literature and the arts,
there’s a good chance it was. As stated previously,
it unfortunately couldn’t last. William couldn’t
keep himself out of trouble. He first decided to get
involved in the War of the Euboeote Succession
and allied himself with the Despot of Epirus who
soon deserted him to his fate. He was captured,
and even though he was eventually released

in 1262, it had cost him a great deal in money,
prestige and real-estate. The Byzantine Empire
was making a return in this area and was now the
major force to contend with and “enemy number
one”. He tried to take it all back through a series
of alliances and wars against the Byzantines, the
end result of which cost him his daughter and his
principality to the House of Piedmont. William had
then decided enough was enough and went back
home to Achaea to live out the rest of his life in
relative peace. He died in 1278 and set off yet
another uniquely medieval war of succession. This
time it was his daughter Isabelle who was in the
thick of it.

Isabelle had married Philip of Sicily as part of

a deal cooked up by her father in another war
of succession. This time he had helped Charles
of Anjou take over Sicily and in turn resist the
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Phillip of Piedmont of Achaea, circa. 1301-06.

Byzantines. William was allowed to retain his
principality, but he now transferred his suzerainty
from Emperor Baldwin of the Latin Empire to
Charles of Anjou/Sicily. The problems started when
Isabelle’s husband Philip unexpectedly expired

in 1277, and the Treaty of Viterbo with its Salic
code kicked in, denying Isabelle of her father’s
dominions. Charles of Anjou took over Achaea and
ran it for a number of years, even though he never
once set foot in it.

Now here’s where it gets a bit murky and tends

to read like a section out of “Lord of the Rings”

or a "Game of Thrones” episode. Isabelle then
decided to marry Florent of Hainaut, who was the
Stadholder of Zeeland and the Constable of the
Kingdom of Naples. Funny how a Dutchman wound
up in Greece fighting with a bunch of Italians over
a Frenchman’s daughter. Florent and Isabelle had
a daughter, which didn’t solve anything, and then

Florent went off and died in nearby Acadia in 1297.

This opened the door for another suitor, a man
who was much younger than Isabella. Philip of
Piedmont came on the scene in 1307. What’s not
clear is whether or not he married Isabelle. But
he did satisfy Charles II of Naples’ claim to the
principality under that treaty, so he was allowed
to stay. Now he died in 1313, and the rights were
turned over to the unfortunate Isabelle again,
who by this time was in Hainaut. Her rights were
taken up by her sister and then contested by her
daughter. And this went on until the last of the
Italians and Frenchmen had killed each other,

and there was nobody left. So the land reverted
back to Byzantine control in 1432 but was then
forgotten to history, once it was swallowed up into
the Ottoman Empire in 1460.

The coins themselves are not very pretty. In fact,
they’re hardly recognizable to most numismatists
who collect modern coins. The older of the two, the
denier from William II of Villehardouin, is struck
pretty clearly and is for the most part legible. The
later coin, the denier from Philip of Piedmont, is
blundered. This is typical of a state that is in the
midst of a war. One of the first indicators that
things are in trouble is the fact that the coinage

is blundered or cruder than a “peace-time” issue.
Both coins are thin and made out of “billon”, which
is a very debased silver alloy with copper. Billon
coins tend to contain only about 25% silver or
mercury, the rest of the alloy being usually copper,
and in some cases tin. These coins look like the
alloy is more on the tin side, because they haven’t
turned brown or black yet. I would hazard a guess
that they have been cleaned at some point in the
last century or so, because they aren’t re-toning.

The coins are about the same size as modern
dimes but approximately half the thickness and
weight. One has to remember that silver was
pretty hard to get in those days. This was before
the huge silver strikes in the Johannisthal area
of Bohemia rendered silver “cheap”. The coins
look crude and are crudely struck on thin, hand-
cut flans. At this point in time, the art of minting
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Phillip of Taranto 1307-1312.

was being re-learned, after it was more or less
“forgotten” after Rome fell 800 years earlier. The
Church had very strong ideas about money in the
early Middle Ages; the whole concept of "“money”
as a commercial entity was deemed “evil” and
actively discouraged. There were very few coins
made during the Middle Ages in Europe between
400 and about 1200 AD. Those that were struck
tended to be of only one denomination and of a
fairly uniform weight, implying that they would
have been used more for foreign trade as opposed
to making a down-payment on a local cow or
something. The most prolific coin makers of the
day were the English with their penny, and the
French with a coin of a similar denomination called
a denier. Both coins were loosely descended from
the Roman “denarius” which is where “denier” gets
its name from, and the English used “d” to signify
the penny denomination up until 1967.

The English coins were held to a strict purity
standard of sterling silver, the French were not. In
fact, most mints on the Continent made debased
silver coins that tended to suck all of the good
silver pennies out of England. And in order to
assure acceptance of these debased things in

place of good English silver, the
Continental coins were styled

like the English coins they were
substituted for. So when these things
came around, I thought they’d be
decent examples of those somewhat
debased Continental coins, which

is why the English penny had to be
part of the deal. The other reason I
wanted the English penny was that

I do have quite a type collection of
Edward I pennies, and this one looked
like a type I didn’t have. Initially, I
thought this article would have been
a comparison between the English
penny and the French ones, but there
is no comparison; they aren’t even in
the same era.

So are these coins collectible or
valuable? Yes and no. If a person
comes from Greece and is interested
in this area, then yes. However, here
in Canada, I think there aren’t that
many people who would collect these
things. Monetarily, no, these coins will
never be considered “blue-chip”. Not to
mention, it’s probably not a period of
time that too many people know about
or care about. I had no idea this sort
of state even existed prior to coming
across these coins. I had no interest in
Medieval Greek history. I really didn’t
even care about Crusader history,
considering it was an essentially useless struggle
that ended badly for anyone involved. I've now
got a different read on this, and it may start a new
facet of collecting for me, as I delve further into
this period of time.

And that's the beauty of this hobby and what a
coin can do. Look into those fields and legends and
see a window back into time. One can almost see
those two French sentries meeting each other in
the rain on a corner in Sparta so long ago.
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The Genius of the Roman People

By Terence Cheesman

n the 14t of May 330 A.D., the Emperor Constantine I consecrated

the new imperial capital of Constantinople. Before this, the city was
known as Byzantium. Constantine, rather than starting something new,
had simply expanded upon what has been done by other emperors, though
on a reduced scale. Increasingly during the third century A.D., the role of
the emperor had become primarily military. His function was to lead the
army in campaigns against the various kingdoms and peoples ranged on
the frontiers of the empire. The city of Rome was too far away from the
frontier, and thus the emperors spent less and less time within the city

l[imits.

Increasingly, they began to place their
headquarters in some of the cities along the
frontier. These structures were at the beginning
temporary but became more and more permanent.
The emperor was, after all, the head of state.
Where he went, his administration had to follow.
As he spent more and more time away from
Rome, the need for the creation of infrastructure
necessary for the smooth running of government,
as well as those things that Romans would see as
essential for living their lives as Romans, had to be
built.

Constantine had a further reason to build a new
capital city. His support of the Christian faith
required a break from the old pagan past. The new
official religion would not have much competition

from the old. The old city of Byzantium was
chosen, and extensively modified to become the
brand new city of Constantinopolis or the City of
Constantine. Unlike the previous imperial capitals,
the founding of this new capital was marked by an
extremely extensive issue of commemorative coins.
Some of them were in fact minted throughout

the Empire by the different mints in operation at
that time. However, some were only minted at
Constantinople, obviously to serve some special
need. One such coin is the one we are now looking
at.

It is a small coin, possibly a half nummis, minted
likely for the special events associated with the
consecration of the city. The obverse reads POP
ROMANVS and depicts the bust of the Genius of




the Roman people facing left. On his left shoulder
sits a cornucopia which is a horn of plenty. The
reference here is that because of the abilities of
the Roman people, the empire enjoys abundance
and prosperity. The Genius is depicted wearing a
laurel wreath on his head and is further draped
very much like the images of Roman emperors. In
fact, the Genius looks very much like a member of
the family of Constantine. This Genius does break
with tradition. Normally, the figure is depicted as a
young man nude, or all but nude. Invariably, he is
pictured holding a patera which is a shallow bowl
from which he is pouring out liquor. In his other
hand, he holds a cornucopia which is featured on
our coin. The Genius seems to be fully clothed, for
reasons that are obscure. Perhaps the most likely
answer is that, though Genius of the Roman People
is basically a pagan personification, he is being co-
opted as a Christian one and needs to be seen to
be different.
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The reverse features an eight-pointed star
surrounded by a laurel wreath. Below, is the
mintmark CONSI. This indicates that the coin was
minted at Constantinople at the tenth workshop.
The laurel wreath has been an imperial symbol

for centuries, but the star is an old symbol of the
city when it was known as Byzantium. In 340

B.C., the city was under siege by the armies of
Philip II of Macedon. One night, he tried to launch
a surprise attack on the city but was thwarted by
the appearance of an unusually large and bright
star. Since then, coins minted in Byzantium often
feature an image of this star, usually coupled

with a crescent moon. This is most likely why

this star is placed on this small coin which would
have seen little circulation outside of the city. It
looks like, despite all the rapid massive changes
going on at that time, someone is still interested
in maintaining something of the spirit of that =
venerable old city. \2@/
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